23 JANUARI, 2017

AKHBAR : NEW STRAITS TIMES
MUKA SURAT : FRONT PAGE
RUANGAN  :NEWS

\ RO
I
Beauly injections golution i

shotws

G SEPANTAS 100X

rean produk
alan ko es

=XION 8 ni ad

o
vtu ramal wanita2 yang nak goj

Qcean Beauty Zone

L shotos

HEALTH authorities are taking
their hunt for sellers of illegal
beauty products to social
media. Those hiding behind
pseudonyms will be exposed
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Thousands under the microscope of
ministry’s new Cyberforensic Division

ALIZA SHAH
KUALA LUMPUR
NeWS(@NSL.Com.my

EALTH authorities. now

on an aggressive nation-

wide crackdown to rid the

beauty industry of unno
tified and toxic beauty products. have
widened their net to nab those selling
such produets on social media.

Thousands of sellers hiding behind
the World Wide Web when peddling
their products, including clearly out-
lawed injectable beauty concoctions,
have come under the microscope of
the Health Ministry's newly estab-
tished Cyberforensic Division.

Health enforcers, who have been
storming kiosks and beauty parlours
selling illegal and dubious product.
have a tist of errant online business-
men, who, based on their testimo
nials and claims. have sold thousands
of units each 1o consumers who have
no idea that some of the products
contain the deadly hydroquinone,
among others. -

Their modus operandi is similar,
and tailored to escape the law: they
do not allow pick-ups and their op-
erating addresses are not made pub-
lic.

And. any negative
testimonial posted on
their sites is swiftly
deleted.

A source from the
minisiry said the en
forcement team of the
Pharmaceutical Services Divi
sion, with the help of the Cyberforen-
sic Division, had been compiling in-
formation and evidence against these
profit-driven online retailers, who are
putting public health at serious risk.

“The eyberforensic team will come
out with profiles of those using social
media to sell illegal cosmetics. includ-
ing the injectable kind.

“They will also’ zero in on these
sellers’ contact details and bank ac-
counts.

“Banks and teleos will assist the
team in securing these crucial de-
tails,” said the source. adding that
their addresses would be given to
enforcers to carry out raids.

The authorities, said the source,
would seek help from the Malaysian
Communications and Multimedia
Commission to block sites that pro-
mote or sell unnotitied products.

Enforcers from the Pharmaceutical
Services Division have, over the past
week, gone on an onslaught against
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those manufacturing illicit cosmetics
and selling them at kiosks. night mar-
kets. bazaars and beaury parlours.

Their findings confirm the fear of
many who suspect that while these
selters claim that their products are
home-made and do not contain haz-
ardous substances, many have actu-
ally been importing in bulk cosmeties
substances from unknown sources in
China, Thailand and South Korea.

The raiding party also found, on
the premises raided, barrels of sus-
pect creams and chemicals, many of
which had just arrived from China.

The large-scale raids have led to
the discovery that many of these sell-
ers and manufacturers have been
conning their customers into believ-
ing that they are the original man-
ufacturers of the cosmetics they sell,
when that is not the case.

Some have gone to the uxtent of
using photographs of “chemists”
hunched over samples in laborato-
ries. concocting their own beauty for-
mutas, in their marketing campaigns.

The New Straits Times was told
that throughout this year's aggres-
sive enforcement against these illicit
traders, the focus would be on those
selling unnotitied cosmetics out of
business premises and kiosks.

“The erackdown has begunin sev-
eral states, including Selangor.
Penang, Terengganu and Johor.” said
the sour

e crackdown to clear the
market of killer beauty procucts has
been carried out in the city centre
over the past few duys.

The director of the Federal Ter-
ritory of Kuala Lumpur and Putrajaya
Health Department, Dr Zainudin Ab-
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Among the suspect beau

cul Wahab, said the operations, in-
volving 22 officers, followed the
promise thet it would do everything
within its power to protect the publie
from being exposed to harmful cos-
metics sold by unserupulous, profit-
driven businesses.

The department has been receiv-
ing a steady stream of complaints
from consumers adversely affected
by the tainted cosmetics.

The operations were preceded by
over a month’s surveillance and intel-
gathering by the enforcement team.

in the first phase of enforcement.
the enforcers raided 10 premises and
seized RM2 million worth of illicit
products.

“Among complaints we received
were on premises in Jalan Klang
Lama that were selling illegal cos-
metics.

“We raided an office and nine
stores in a shopping complex... Many
of these sellers push their products
online. either in retail or bulk.

“Qur tcam went undercover as in-
terested buyers... They (the sellers)
lure unsuspecting consumers by con-
vineing them of their products’ ef-
fectiveness and claim that the prod-
ucts arve cheaper than those in the
market.” Dr Zainudin told the NST.

The raids were a continuation ol
operations by the ministry involving
clinics and beauty parlours, including
those selling unnotified products and
providing illegal injection services.

The items seized included buckets
and barrels of night cream. unap-
proved whitening injection products
and sex stimulants.

The cases will be investigated un-

ty products sold via social medic.

der Regulation 7(1)@) of the Control
of Drugs and Cosmetics Reguiations
1984 Act for possessing unregistered
products and Regulation 18(a)) of
the same act for possessing unno-
tified cosmetic produets.

individuals found guilty of both
charges could be sentenced under
Seetion 12(1) of the Sales of Drug Act
1952, which provides a fine of not
exceeding RM23,000 or imprison-
ment not exceeding three years.

For companies, the punishment
falls under Section 12(2) of the same
act, involving a fine of not exceeding
RM50,000.

This newspaper had, last month,
front-paged a series of investigative
reports on the rampant sale of harm-
ful cosmeties, including those
sourced from China, Thailand and
the Philippines.

These products, which the NST
picked up from night markets. mar
kets, buzaars and social media plat-
forms. and sent for lab analyses, were
found to contain dangerous sub-
stances. including hydroquinone and
mercury.

The team then approached the
ministry’s enforecement agencies to
rein in not only the sellers, but also
doctors who helped administer in-

jectable whitening products not ap-

proved by the ministry.

The first raids saw doctors caught
red-handed while administering sus
pect injectable whitening concoc
tions into their "patients™.

The enforeers also extended their
raicls to inchude beauty parlours sell-
ing unnotified products and provid-
ing beauty injection services.
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60 YEARS 0

Nation is successful
because we set aside our
differences, says Najib
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SEREMBAN
news@nst.com.my

ALAYSIA has come a long way in
60 years due to the peace, stability
and prosperity enjoyed by the
people.

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak said
the survival of a country could not be main-
tained if the people did not set their differences
aside.

“Our country is complex due to our diversity
and differences in race, religion and belief. But,
we are here today because we have managed to
set uside our differences.”

He said the ability of the country to succeed
was once doubted due to its diversity, which
wus expected to lead to disputes.

“Sri Lanka has only two communities, but
they were involved in a long civil war. Our
country was more complex when it was first
formed. But, we put aside our differences and
reached this stage.

“We tolerate, accept and celebrate our dif-

| ferences. With these, I believe Malaysia can

step forward and become among the top 20
countries in the world in 30 years,” he said at
the faunch of Wisma Ceylonese here yester-
cay.

Present were Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Mo-
hamad Hasan. Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr S,
Subramaniam. state MIC chairman Datuk
Manickam Letchuman, Malaysian Associated
Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry
president Tan Sri Dr K. Kenneth Eswaran and

Prime Minister Datulk Seri Ny
BY HAZREEN MOHAMAD

Negri Sembilan Ceyionese Association chair-
man Datuk Kumarasamy Sittamplam.

Najib said it was his responsibility to listen to
the wishes of the people in the implementation
of a new vision for the nation.

“The new vision must have the sense of
belonging and the sense of common ground
which say that we belong to the same com-
munity.

“Community and nation building is impor
tant. | must listen to the wishes of the people
and translate them into actions and policics
that can bring the country to greater heights.”

Earlier. in Lukut, Ngjib said Malaysians
should be gratetul as the Goods and Services
Tax (GSTY here was six per cent compared
with Indlia’s 23 per cent.

He said the RV billion colleeted from GST
would be used to boost education and health-
care, and help state governments.

“My good friend Mr Modi (Indian Prime Min
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ister Narendra Modi) will implement a three-
level GST, with the highest level at 23 per cent.
So, we should not complain.” Najib said at the
60th Diamond Jubilee Kelal Bell Belia Tamil
Malaysia.

“If GST is abolished. the RMA] billion col
lected will not go to the government. How can
we implement all government projects if there
is no source of money?” he ashed.
ajib also commended the Kelab Bell Belia
Tamil Malaysia, the oldest association in
Malaysia, for being instrumental in helping the
Indlian community since 1336,

“The Indian community represents 7.4 per
cent of the country™s population and the In-
dians hay e made inmense contributions to the
COUntry.

“The government. on its part. will continue
o help as we have set up two units at the Prime
Minister’s Department aimed at solely helping
the Indian community.”
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