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6 penumpang Westerdam
disah negatlf jangkitan

Kapal persiaran
dari atau transit
di China tak
dibenar masuk
Malaysia
%ﬁgal}:frig?xsaéﬁﬂ’mir

dan Noor Atigah Sulaiman
bhnews@bh.com.my

Putrajaya: Kerajaan tidak mem-
benarkan penumpang semua ka-
pal persiaran yang berlepas dari
China untuk memasuki negara

ini.

Timbalan Perdana Menteri,
Datuk Seri Wan Azizah Wan Is-
mail, berkata selain itu, baki pe-
numpang kapal persiaran Wes-
terdam yang kini berada di Kem-
boja juga tidak dibenarkan me-
masuki Malaysia selepas menga-
mbil kira mereka adalah kontak
rapat dengan kes yang disahkan
positif coronavirus baharu (CO-
VID-19) sebelum ini.

Katanya, enam daripada 143 pe-
numpang kapal persiaran Wes-
terdam itu yang melepasi sari-
ngan juga dikehendaki menjalani
ujian pengesanan COVID-19,

Bagaimanapun, Ketua Penga-
rah Kesihatan, Datuk Dr Noor
Hisham Abdullah, dalam saiu ke-
nyataan media malam tadi, meng-
esahkan enam penwnpang kapal
persiaran terbabit yang kini ber-
ada di Lapangan Terbang Anta-
rabangsa Kuala Lumpur (KLIA)
negatif jangkitan COVID-19.

Katanya, keputusan ujian penge-
sanan COVID-19 keenam-enamnya
diperoleh daripada Institut Penye-
lidikan Perubatan (IMR), petang
semalam,

Beliau berkata, enam penum-
pang itu masing-masing empat
warga Amerika Syarikat (AS),
manakala bakinya ialah rakyat
Belanda.

Dr Wan Azizah ketika sidang media selepas mempengerusxkan Mesyuarat ]
semalam.

“Mereka kini (malam tadi) ber-
ada di KLIA untuk menaiki pe-
nerbangan selanjuinya dan ber-
ada dalam keadaan sihat.

“Pihak kedutaan berkenaan su-
dah dimaklumkan mengenai ke-
putusan uyjian ini dan mereka
akan dibenarkan untuk menaiki
penerbangan bagi meneruskan
perjalanan ke destinasi ma-
sing-masing,” katanya.

Dr Wan Azizah berkata, sera-
mai 137 penumpang lain yang me-

- lepasi saringan sudah menerus-

kan perjalanan.

Beliau berkata demikian sele-
pas mempengerusikan Mesyua-
rat Khas berhubung COVID-19, di
Kementerian Kesihatan, di sini
semalam.

Yang turut hadir ialah Ketua
Setiausaha Negara, Datuk Seri
Mohd Zuki Al; Menteri Kesiha-
tan, Datuk Seri Dr Dzulkefly Ah-
mad; Dr Noor Hisham; Ketua Pen-
garah Agensi Pengurusan Ben-
cana Negara (NADMA), Datuk
Mohtar Mohd Abd Rahman dan
Ketua Pengarah Imigresen, Datuk
Khairul Dzaimee Daud.

Dr Wan Azizah berkata, kepu-
tusan tidak membenarkan kapal
persiaran dariatau transit di Chi-

na memasuki negara ini dibuat

" selepas perjumpaannya dengan

Perdana Menteri, Tun Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad pagi semalam.
Beliau yang juga Pengerusi Ja-

watankuasa Pengurusan Benca- .

na Pusat (JPBP) berkata, selepas
mengesan terdapat satu kes po-
sitif yang membabitkan penumn-
pang kapal persiaran berkenaan,
aktiviti pengesanan kontak rapat
sudah dilaksanakan serta-mer-

ta.

" “Aktiviti berkenaan membabit-
kan komunikasi di peringkat Ins-
titut Kesihatan dan Pemulihan
(IHIR) Focal Point Malaysia de-
ngan National IHR Focal Points
negara masing-masing.

“Komunikasi dengan National
IHR Focal Point Kemboja turut
dilaksanakan, yang secara tidak
langsung membolehkan tinda-
kan kawalan dan pencegahan
berkesan dapat dilaksanakan
pada peringkat negara mereka
jaitu destinasi kapal persiaran
berkenaan berlabuh,” katanya.

Sambil memberi jaminan ke-
rajaan memperkukuhkan kesi-
apsiagaan bagi menghadapi pe-
nularan, Dr Wan Azizah berkata,
orang ramai akan sentiasa di-

as mengenai COVID-19 di Putr ljaya,
(Foto Mohd Fadli Hamzah/BH)

maklumkan mengenai perkem-
bangan terkini.

Dalam perkembangan lain,
Timbalan Perdana Menteri ber-
kata syarikat penerbangan, Ma-
laysia Airlines Berhad (Malaysia
Airlines) membatalkan baki tiga
lagi penerbangan sewa khas un-
tuk membawa keluar warga
Amerika Syarikat (AS) dari La-
pangan ‘Terbang Antarabangsa
Sihanoukville, Kemboja, susulan
seorang penumpang kapal per-
siaran Westerdam disahkan po-
sitif COVID-19, kelmarin.

Beliau berkata, sebelum ini
Malaysia Airlines disewa Syari-
kat Kapal Persiaran Hollan Ame-
rican Line di Kuala Lumpur un-
tuk membawa sebahagmn
numpang kapal persiaran itu ke
pelbagai destinasi akhir mereka
melalui KLIA.

Katanya, mengikut peranca-
ngan Malaysia Airlines akan me- .
nyediakan empat penerbangan
sewa khas bermula pada 14 Fe-
bruari lalu hingga semalam.

“Setakat ini, hanya satu pener-
bangan sewa khas yang mem-
bawa 145 penumpang mendarat
di KT.IA pada 14 Februari jam 7
petang,” katanya.

4 lagi kertas siasatan sebar berita palsu dibuka

Kuala Lumpur: Polis membuka
empat lagi kertas siasatan ber-
hubung penyebaran berita tidak
sahih mengenai jangkitan coro-
navirus (COVID-19) di media so-
sial, menjadikan jumlah keselu-
ruhan 27 kes setakat ini.
Timbalan Pengarah Jabatan
Siasatan Jenayah (JSJ) Bukit
Aman (Risikan dan Operasi), Da-
tuk Mohd Roze Shaari, berkata
daripada jumlah itu, lima lagi

kertas siasatan mendapat kebe-
naran daripada Jabatan Peguam
Negara untuk pendakwaan di
mahkamah mmggu ini.

“Sebelum ini, tiga kes sudah
dituduh di mahkamah ma-
sing-masing di Kuala Lumpur, Te-
rengganu dan Sabah.

“Dengan perkembangan baha-
ru ini, lima lagi kes akan di-
dakwa minggu depan. Maklumat
lanjut perlu tunggu (sidang me-

dia JSJ di Bukit Aman) esok
¢hari ini),” katanya kepada BH,
semalam.

Pada 5 Februari lalu, seorang
wartawan mengaku tidak bersa-
lah di Mahkamah Majistret Kua-
la Lumpur atas tiga tuduhan
mermbuat kenyataan mengenai
isu jangkitan koronavirus di la-
man Facebook miliknya.

Keesokannya, seorang penjual
santan didakwa di Mahkamah

Majistret Kuala Terengganu ke-
rana menyebar berita palsu ber-
kaitan koronavirus di laman so-
sial pada 27 Januari lalu.

Kes ketiga pada 12 Februari
lalu membabitkan seorang pesa-
ra Jabatan Keretapi Negeri Sa-
bah yang didenda RM5,000 atau 10
bulan penjara jika gagal mem-
bayar denda itu bagi kesalahan
menyebarkan berita palsu ber-
hubung jangkitan COVID-19.
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-DUA bas tiba di sisi kapal persiaran ‘ T
Diamond Princess yang berlabuh

~di Daikaku-Pier Cruise Terminal
di YokOham_a. Jepun: Setakat ini,

5 penumpang kapal
berk
virus Cov1d-19 e

disahikan dijangkiti

“Oleh Amir Abd Hamid
amir_hamid@mediapri-
ma.com.my

zah Wan Ismail berkata, se-
lain itu baki penumpang ka-

pal persiaran MS Wester-
* dam yang kini berada di

Kemboja juga tidak dibenar-
kan memasuki Malaysia se-
lepas mengambil kira pe-
numpang berkenaan adalah
kontak rapat pelancong wa-
nita Amerika Syarikat (AS)
yang disahkan positif Co-
vid-19, semalam. ;
Beliau berkata, keputusan
untuk tidak membenarkan

“Sekiranya ujian disahkan
negatif, penumpang itu
akan dibenarkan menerus-
kan perjalanan. Namun, se-
kiranya didapati positif, pe-

numpang itu akan dibawa

ke hospital bagi pemanta-
uan kesihatan selanjutnya,’
katanya.

Beliau yang juga Penge-
rusi Jawatankuasa Penguru-
san Bencana Pusat (JPBP)
berkata demikian dalam si-
dang media selepas mem-

Datuk Dr Noor Hisham Ab-
dullah; Ketua Pengarah
Nadma, Datuk Mohtar Mo-
hd Abd Rahman dan Ketua
Pengarah Imigresen, Datuk
Khairul Dzaimee Daud. |

Wan Azizah berkata, se-
ramai 137 penumpang lain
yang melepasi saringan su-
dah meneruskan perjala-
nan.

Terdahulu, katanya, se-
mua penumpang itu tiba di

- negara ini jam 7 malam 14

’utrajaya kapal persiaran dari atau pengerusikan  Mesyuarat ~Februarilalu dengan pener-

transit di China untuk me- Khas Jawatankuasa Terting- bangan sewa khas Malaysia

eputusan tegas diam-  masuki negara ini dibuat se-  gi berhubung Penyakit Co- Airlines Berhad (Malaysia
Kbil apabila kerajaan lepas perjumpaan dengan vid-19 di sini, semalam. Airlines).

Malaysia = melarang Perdana Menteri, Tun Dr Hadir sama dalam me- “Selepas mengesan ada

semua kapal persiaran yang
berlepas atau transit dari
China memasuki negara
ini.

Timbalan Perdana Men-
teri, Datuk Seri Wan Dr Azi-

Mahathir Mohamad yang
diadakan semalam..

“Enam penumpang yang
menunggu penerbangan se-
lanjutnya akan menjalani
ujian pengesanan Covid-19.

syuarat berkenaan ialah Ke-
tua Setiausaha Negara, Da-
tuk Seri Mohd Zuki Alj;
Menteri Kesihatan, Datuk

" Seri Dr Dzulkefly Ahmad;

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,

satu kes positif yang mem-
babitkan penumpang kapal
persiaran berkenaan, akti-
viti pengesanan kontak ra-
pat dilaksanakan serta-mer-
ta,” katanya.

MAS batal tiga penerbangan sewa khas

utrajaya: Syarikat pener-
bangan, Malaysia Airlines
Yerhad (MAS) membatal-

baki tiga lagi penerba-
pan sewa khas- untuk
nembawa keluar warga

Timbalan Perdana Men-
teri, Datuk Seri Dr Wan Azi-
zah Wan Ismail berkata,
Holland America Line se-
belum ini menyewa pesawat
khas untuk membawa se-

rancangan, MAS akan me-
nyediakan empat penerba-
ngan sewa khas bermula 14

Februari lalu hingga hari

ini.
“Setakat ini hanya satu

kenaan kes positif hasil da-
ripada ujian yang ch]alanr
kan. i
“Sehubungan itu, penum-
pang lain pesawat itu di-
anggap kontak rapat,” ka-

Amerika Syarikat (AS) dari bahagian daripada penum- penerbangan sewa khas tanya.
Lapangan Terbang Antara- pang kapal persiaran itu ke yang membawa 145 penum- Mengulas lanjut, Wan Azi-
bangsa Sihanoukville, Kem- pelbagai destinasi akhir me- pang mendarat di KLIApada zah berkata, berdasarkan

boja susulan seorang pe-
numpang kapal persiaran
MS Westerdam disahkan
positif Covid-19, semalam.

reka melalui transit Lapa-

ngan Terbang Antarabangsa

Kuala Lumpur (KLIA).
Katanya, mengikut pe-

14 Februari jam 7 malam.
“Kementerian Kesihatan

Malaysia (KKM) memak-

lumkan kepada MAS ber-

- keputusan itu, MAS mem-

batalkan baki penerbangan
sewa khas- ditempah Hol-
land America Line.
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~ Malaysia sekat
“ kapal persiaran

Susulan seorang penump‘ang

kapal didapati positif (;,ovid- 19

Oleh NURHIDAYAH HAIROM

PUTRAJAYA

alaysia tidak akan mem-
benarkan kapal persiaran
yang berlepas atau transit

dari pelabuhan di China
memasuki negara ini sebagai langkah
mengekang penularan wabak koronavi-
rus (Covid-19).

penumpang lain pesawat tersebut diang-
gap kontak rapat,™ katanya pada sidang
media di sini semalam.

Kapal persiaran MS Westerdam yang
membawa 2,257 orang yang teidiri da-

‘ripada 1,455 penumpang dan 802 kru

telah berlabuh di Kemboja pada 13 Feb-

ruari lalu setelah tidak dibenarkan ber- -

labuh di beberapa negara.

Kapal persiaran tersebut telah
berlabuh di Hong Kong sehari sebelum
memulakan perjalanan selama 14 hari
pada 1 Februari lalu dalam program East
Asia Cruise.

Susulan itu, Syarikat Kapal Persiaran

Hollan American Line me-

Ia susulan kes baharu ia- nyewa pesawat MAS untuk
itu salah seorang penumpang - membawa sebahagian pe-
kapal persiaran MS Wester- numpang kapal persiaran
dam berusia 83 tahun yang tersebut daripada Lapangan
juga warganegara Amerika Terbang Antarabangsa Si-
Syarikat (AS) dikesan posi- - { hanoukville, Kemboja ke
tif virus tersebut. . . pelbagai destinasi akhir pe-

Timbalan Perdana Men- % numpang melalui KLIA.
teri, Datuk Seri Dr Wan Azi- °  Mengulas lanjut, Dr
zah Wan Ismail berkata, baki Wan Azizah berkata, susu-
penumpang kapal persiaran gz lan kes positif melibatkan
itu yang masih berada di  ppwan azizan penumpang dalam pener-

Kemboja juga tidak akan
dibenarkan memasuki Malaysia dengan
mengambil kira semua penumpang kapa!
~ persiaran tersebut adalah kontak rapat
dengan kes disahkan positif tersebut.

“Sepatutnya Malaysia Airlines
(MAS) menyediakan empat penerbangan
pesawat yang disewa khas Syarikat Ka-
pal Persiaran Hollan American Line
bermula 14 Februari 2020 sehingga 16
Februari 2020.

“Setakat ini hanya penerbangan sewa
khas (MHS8763) yang membawa 145
orang penumpang telah mendarat di La-
pangan Terbang Kuala Lumpur (KLIA)
pada jam 7 petang, 14 Februari lalu dan
kes positif (Covid-19) terbaru itu dike-
san.

“Susulan itu MAS akan membatal-

kan baki penerbangan pesawat sewa
khas, mengambil kira penumpang-

bangan sewa khas tersebut,
aktiviti pengesanan kontak rapat telah
dilaksanakan dengan serta-merta.

Sementara itu, dalam perkembangan
terbaharu Covid-19, Kementerian Kesi-
hatan mengesahkan satu kes melibatkan
seorang wanita warga China yang sebe-
lum ini dirawat di Hospital Permai, Johor
Bahru, telah sembuh sepenuhnya dan
dibenarkan pulang kelmarin.

Dr Wan Azizah berkata, tiada kes
baharu dilaporkan semalam menjadikan
jumlah kes Covid-19 yang masih mene-
rima rawatan di wad adalah seramai 14
orang dan jumlah kes yang telah discaj
adalah seramai lapan orang.

“Bagi lapan kes yang telah discaj,
mereka telah menjalani ujian pengesanan
ulangan Covid-19 dan didapati negatif
sebanyak dua kali berturut-turut,” kata-
nya.

Kronologi Palayaran Kapal S Westerdam

— 16 Januari - Memulakan pelayaran
pada 16 Januari dari Singapura.
Sepatutnya singgah di Jepun,
Taiwan, Guam, Fillpina dan
Thalland tetapi tslah ditolak.
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posiif
Covid-19

Ujian ulangan ke atas warga AS masih positif

PUTRAJAYA - Keputusan bagi ujian
ulangan koronavirus (Covid-19) ke atas
pasangan suami isteri warganegara
Amerika Syarikat (AS) yang bergejala
masih sama iaitu isteri positif dan sua-
minya pula negatif.

Keputusan itu sekali gus menyang-
kal keputusan ujian Kementerian Ke-
sihatan Kemboja bahawa tiada penum-
pang positif ketika pemeriksaan
dijalankan hasil kerjasama Pertubuhan
Kesihatan Sedunia (WHQ) dan Pusat
Kawalan dan Pencegahan Wabak AS.

Timbalan Perdana Menteri, Datuk
Seri Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail ber-
Kkata, ujian ulangan ke atas wanita AS
berusia 83 tahun dan suaminya 85 tahun
itu dilakukan lewat malam kelmérin.

“Keputusan ujian ulangan masih
sama iaitu positif bagi isteri dan nega-

tif bagi suaminya.

“Kita tidaklah mahu mempertikai-
kan. Tetapi apa yang kita buat, apabila
sampai kepada kita... kita jagalah.

“Dari segi Kemboja, mereka sudah
buat apa yang mereka rasa, kita buat
apa yang kita perlu (ujian). Mereka
hanya lakukan ujian rambang terhadap
20 penumpang, saya rasa kurang dari-
pada 10 peratus (penumpang),” katanya
di sini semalam.

Mengulas lanjut, beliau berkata,
143 penumpang telah melepasi sari-
ngan dan tidak bergejala yang mana
137 daripadanya telah meneruskan
perjalanan ke destinasi masing-masing.

“Baki enam orang masih menunggu
penerbangan sambungan ke destinasi
masing-masing dan akan menjalani
ujian pengesanan Covid-19,” katanya.

17 FEBRUARI 2020
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Cruise ships coming
from China banned

. KUALA LUMPUR: The govern-.

i ment has imposed a temporary

. ban on international cruise ships

* that departed or transited from
any portin China.

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismail
said following the detection of
one case of Covid-19 among MS
Westerdam cruise ship passen-
gers, who arrived in Cambodia on
Feb 13 and arrived by flight at the
Kuala Lumpur International Air-
port (KLIA) a day later, close con-
tact detection was undertaken
immediately.

The detection, she said, in-
volved communication between

. Malaysia's International Health
Regulations (IHR) Focal Point
with the National IHR Focal

: Points of other countries in-

: voived.

i Through this com-

: munication, she said,

: brief information on

: each' of the passen-
gers was channelled

- to each National IHR

. Focal Point coun-

| tries.

. “The information

: will be used by

: health ministries to

; follow and track pas- ]

: sengers as soon as A

i they arrive at their

: destinations.

MAS was to provide four flights
from Feb 14 to 16. .

However, after it was informed
of the confirmed case, MAS can-
celled the remaining chartered
flights. i

One MAS flight with 145 pas-

sengers, however, made it to

Kuala Lumpur,

Two of the passengers, an
American woman and her hus-
band, were detected to be unwell
and taken to Sungai Buloh Hos-
pital. 3

Dr Wan Azizah said retests
on Saturday showed that the

woman was infected with Covid-
19.

“Her husband tested negative
for the virus.

“However, he is receiving
treatment for bacterial infec-
tion.” .

She said al! 145 air-
line passengers were
screened. .

Of the 143 given
the green light, 137
had left the country,

ing flights to their
destinations.

Dr Wan Azizah
said the remaining
passengers of MS
Westerdam in Cam-
bodia had been pro-

“Communication Datuk Seri Dr Wan hibited from enter-
. with the National Azizah Wan Ismail ing Malaysia.

" IHR Focal Points of !
. Cambodia was also carried
© out.

:  “This is to enable control and
: prevention measures to be taken
: by the country in which the
i cruise liner docked. )
i  “The Malaysian government
¢ will continue to strengthen its
Preparedness and response activ-

Covid-19,” she said after chairing
the Disaster Management High-
Level Committee meeting here
yesterday.

MS Westerdam had docked in
Hong Kong a day before embark-
ing on a 14-day East Asia cruise
onFebl.

However, it was denied docking
by Japan, the Philippines and
Thailand after a few passengers

. of another cruise ship, Diamond
Princess, which had been
berthingin Japan, tested positive
for Covid-19.

The ship was later allowed to

: anchor in Sihanoukville, Cambo-

' dia, on Feb13.

The cruise liner company had
chartered Malaysia Airlines
(MAS) flights to ferry a part of the
ship’s passengers from Si-
hanoukville International Air-
port to various destinations via

IA. C

ities to combat the spread of

The decision, she
said, was made considering all
passengers had been in close
contact with the confirmed
case.

“The six passengers waiting
for their next flight will un-
dergo the Covid-19 detection
test. 5

“If the results are negative, the
passengers will be allowed to
continue their journey.

“Othetwise, they will be taken
to the hospital for checks.”

In a related development, Dr
Wan Azizah said a 59-year-old
woman, the 15th Covid-19 case in
Malaysia, had recovered and was
discharged yesterday.

The woman from Wuhan,-

China, arrived in Johor from
Singapore on Jan 24 with her
husband, son and daughter-in-
law.

She was treated at Permai Hos-
pitalin Johor Baru.

Dr Wan Azizah said there were
no new reported cases yesterday,
bringing the total number of pa-
tients receiving treatment to 14
and total number of cases dis-
charged to eight.

“For the eight cases that were
discharged, they underwent
Covid-19 detection tests and test-
ed negative twice.”
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while six more were *
waiting for connect--
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'Hospital instalment plan approved

Eligible patients in third class wards can settle their bills in three payme'nts

By SARBAN SINGH
sarbans@thestar.com.my

SEREMBAN: Eligible patients
admitted in third class wards at
government hospitals are now
allowed to settle their medical bills
in three instalments.

Health Ministry deputy secre-
tary-general Dr Uzailee Abdul Latif
said this privilege would only be for
those who truly deserved it.

“We have patients who can afford
to pay but are not able to make
lump sura payments.
~ “Sa these patients will be allowed
to make payments in three instal-
ments,” he said in a directive,

However, Dr Uzailee said approv-
al would only be considered on a
case-to-case basis.

Malaysians warded in the third
class are only charged a mazimum
of RvI500 for treatrent.

It cannot be immediately estah-
lished how much locals owe the
ministry in unpaid bills but it is
believed to run into tens of millions
of ringgit,

Dr Uzailee said some government
hospitals already allowed some
patents fo pay in instalments but
there was no standard procedure.

“We need to sireamline this to
make it easier for our officers to
determine how much these patients

owe the government.

“Such a move will also allow us to
prepare our financial reports with
more accuracy as we will know
how much is owed to us,” he said.

A set of guidelines has also been
issued to all state health depart-
ments and government hospitals on
the latest directive,

Under the Fees (Medical) Order
1982, poor patients warded in third
class can apply for waivers and be

exempt from paying their medical
bill.

They can also ask for a discount.

Under the new guidelines, those
allowed to pay in three instalments
must pay 40% of the bill in the first
payment.

The second and third instalments
will be 30% respectively.

Dr Uzailee said all payments must
be settled within three months after
the bill was issued to the patient.
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Close contacts not allowed in

Other ‘Westerdam’ passengers barred from entering M'sia

By LOH FOON FONG
foonfon_g@thestar.com.my

PUTRAJAVA: The remaining pas-
sengers on the MS Westerdam
cruise ship in Cambodia will not be
allowed to enter Malaysia after an
83-year-old American woman on
board the ship tested positive for
Covid-19 (novel coronavirus) after
flying into Malaysia.

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Wari Azizah Wan Ismail said

the passengers were all considered -

in close contact with the American
woran,

Dr Wan Azizah, who is the
Disaster Management Centre
Committee chairman, said Malaysia
Airlines (MAS) flights had heen
chartered to bring some of the
cruise ship passengers from
Sihanoukville, Cambaodia Inter-
national Airport to various desiina-
tions via Kuala Lumpur Interna-
tional Airport (KL18).

“MAS planned four chartered
flights to bring passengers to land in
KLIA from Friday to Sunday but
since a case was detected, MAS has
decided to cancel the other char-
tered flights,” she said at a press
conference to provide updates on
Covid-19 here yesterday.

The Health Ministry said it did
not have the number of those who
were left behind,

Dr Wan Azizah said the
government had also decided not to
allow any cruise ship that had left
China or transited there to enter
Malaysia.

She said all the first batch of 145
passengers of the cruise ship were

Zrast

screened when they landed in KLIA
on Friday and the 83-year-old
wornan and her husband, both US
citizens, were detected to have
syraptoms while going through the
thermal scanner. .

They were sent to Hospital Sungai
Buloh for further examination and
the following day, the woman tested
positive,

She had a cough but no fever or
hreathlessness while X-ray results
did not show any inflammation.

Dr Wan Azizah said based on the
results, MAS cancelled the rest of
the chartered flights since the other
passengers were considered in
“close contact” with the woman. -

She said the woman was tested
twice and both results were posi-
tive, and Health director-general
Datuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah
had shown the test results to his
Cambodian counterpart.

“The wife tested positive twice.

The first one, they said that maybe
we were not following protocol.

“But Dr Noor Hisham said we
showed everything to them and
they agreed that our protocol was
actually world class. So, whatever
that we did was right.

“So it was not a false positive. It
was a positive,” she added.

The Cambodian Health Ministry

had agsked its Malaysian counter-

part to review the test results after
the woman tested positive for the
virus, Reuters reported.

According to the Health Ministry,
tests on the woman were done 12
hours apart on the same sample.

The tests carried out were naso-
phiaryngeal swab and oropha-
rangeal swab.

Dr Wan Azizah said the MAS
flights were chartered by Holland
American Line, a unit of
Carnival Corp which operates MS
Westerdam. ;

* Among the 143 others who land-
ed, screened and did not have
symptoms, 137 had continued with
their journey while six more were

At port for
now: The
‘Westerdam'

Sihanoukville
| port. — AFP

waiting for their connecting flights.

The remaining six passengers,
Dutch and US citizens, currently
waiting for their flights will have to
go through the Covid-19 test.

“If they are found negative, they
will be allowed to continue with
their journey.

“But if they test positive, they will
be brought to the hospital for obser-
vation,” said Dr Wan Azizah.

She also said that MS Westerdam
carried 2,257 peaple ~ 1,455 passen-
gers and 802 crew members.:

The ship docked in Hong Kong for
a day before going on a 14-day East
Asia cruise on Feb 1.

The ship was not allowed to dock
in several countries such as Japan
and Thailand before it received
permission at Sihanoukville on
Feb 13,

Watch the video
thestartv.com ES:

Most ACCCIM members expect revenue to plunge

PETALING JAYA: The government
should set up funds to assist busi-
nesses affected by the Covid-19
(novel coronavirus) outbreak, says
the Associated Chinese Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Malaysia
(ACCCIM).

The chamber said a survey among
its members showed that 82.1% out
of the 331 respondents projected
sales between January and March
this year would be badly affected.

“In addition, 42.4% of respond-
ents anticipated sales will drop by
more than 20%. Tourism-related
businesses will be the hardest hit
with more than half (55.2%) expect-
ing sales to plunge by more than
20%,” it said in a staternent.

ACCCIM said the outbreak, should
it prolong for six months, could
bring down sales by more than 30%
for 84.5% of the respondents.

“We call upon the government to
set up a Tourism Relief Fund to
assist affected tourism players.

“These include helping to cover
health preventive and cleaning
costs of hotels and restaurants, as
well as places of interest,” it said.

The chamber also proposed a
Business Disruption Relief Fund to
assist affected small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) to obtain financ-
ing at a concessionary rate from
any commercial bank, Islamic bank
and development financial institu-
tion regulated by Bank Negara.

It said the government could look
into giving tax relief and allowance
for SMEs and hospitality sector,
including tour operators and agen-
cies.

“This can include raising budget
hotels’ revenue threshold subjected
to the Sales and Service Tax from
RM500,000 to RM1.5mil, similar to
food and heverage businesses, to
ease their operating cost burden.

“We are confident in the govern-
ment’s ability to deal with the out-
break and would provide full sup-
port to counteract the temporary
economic disruptions,” it added.

On another matter, ACCCIM said
its think tank - the Socio-Economic
Research Centre - along with

Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman
had completed a report titled
Economic Revitalisation Plan.

“The plan is aimed at identifying
the drivers and opportunities of
exports, challenges and barriers of
international trade and provide pol-
icy recommendations and strate-
gles to regain the dynamism of
Malaysian exports and increase its
contribution to overall economic
growth,” it added.

ACCCIM said it would submit a
copy of the report to Prime Minister
Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad and
ministers Lim Guan Eng (Finance),
Datuk Seri Azmin Ali (Economic
Affairs) and Datuk Darell Leiking
(International Trade and Industry).

Eighth patient
recovers and
gets discharged

PUTRAJAYA: Another Covid-19
(novel coronavirus) patient has
recoverad and was discharged from
hospital, says Deputy Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Wan Azizah
‘Wan Ismail.

The individual, who was the 15th
case detected, was allowed to leave
onFeb 15. .

The female Chinese national had
been treated at Hospital Permai,
Johor Baru, said Dr Wan Azizah,
who is also the Disaster Manage-
ment Centre Committee chairman.

Including this case, eight patients
have so far been discharged.

They had tested negative twice
for Covid-19, said Dr Wan Azizah.

“Meanwhile, there were no new
cases reported yesterday and the
number of patients still receiving
treatment is 14,” she added.
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ia to carry out cleaning, disinfection procedures

< JAVA: Airlines are putting in place

__~Smeasures to ensure the health and
1€ty of passengers in view of the novel
coronavirus (Covid-19) thyeat.

Low-cost carrier AirAsia said its aircraft go
through a regular disinfection procedure
and that all cleaning, sanitising and
disinfecting products used have been
approved by the public health authority and

Missing crew raises alarm

: NEWS WITHOUT BORDERS

aircraft manufacturer.

“It takes approximately two hours to
complete the procedure that is coordinated
by the AirAsia Maintenance Operation
controller and performed by a cleaning team
of five to six people;” it said in a staternent.

“Protective gear such as face masks and
surgical gloves have also been provided to all
ground and cabin crew”

£ Authorities on high-alert after discovery of‘ghost’ships
from Chinawith no occupants on board

11 BY CHARLES RAMENDRAN
newsdesk@thesundaily. com

LABUAN: Did an unknown number of
Chinese nationals, fearing the novel
coronavirus in their homeland, slip into
Malaysia undetected via the shores of
Labuan? .

Or could they just be fishing boats that
had delivered their catch in Sabah and
most of its crew had gone ashore for some
rest and recreation?

Whatever the scenario, and with no

the Asian Supply Base Jetty on Saturday at
11.30am.

Except for two crew members, there
were no occupants on board the vessels,
which were anchored side by side.

The Chinese crew members, both aged
55, were arrested by the Malaysian
Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA).

It is learnt the MMEA had spotted the
vessels during its routine patrols before
taking action.

Sources said it was too early to say if
there were other foreigners on board the

. SEND

Among the steps taken are all aiicraft
equipmentand fumishings aré disinfected with
approved chemicals. Sprayers are also be used to
apply the disinfectant chamical.

“The staff clean and dry the surface with
water and cloth. If required, the aircraft will
be ventilated. Any clinical waste will be
managed as per standard clinical hazardous
waste procedures;' it added. :
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the National Security Council, who are

MESSAGE MALAYSIA

IS SAFE TO VISIT: DPM :
*  GEORGE TOWN: Malaysians have been urged

outa ive m that msla

positive
Is still a safe place to vlstt%ses:glete the Covid-19
infection situation.
Datuk Sert Dr Wan Azizah Wan Ismall saic! the

Deputy Prime Minister

the new year has been challenging,
ly for the tourism sector. Hence, the

: ﬁovemment Is drafting various strate%eie‘st 0
elp the Industry. “We also need to be a| by

self-preventive and preparedness

Tneasures as aclvised by the Health Ministry in

with the infection,” she said, and
people against spreading or believing

fake news or unverified information on social
media due to its negative effects such as
panic and altercations. She asked the public
to refer to the portal Sebenamya.ray for the
latest authentic information from government

investigating the case with the MMEA. sources.~ Bemama

Sources also said that investigators are
waiting for translators to assist them in MOTAC DEVISES SCHEME
interrogating the Chinese crewmen. TO ATTRACTTOURISTS

MMEA (Labuan zone) director
Maritime Commander Nor Bakari Abu
Bakar said yesterday the vessels were
suspected to have breached local laws by
mooring in Malaysian waters without
permission from the director of the Marine

~ and its

- KUALA LUMPUR: To address negative
o perception on the transmission of Covid-19

effect on Malaysia, the Ministry of

otac) has setupa

Department of Malaysia. . Ismail said. As part of the recovery strategy,
He said under the Merchant Shipping ' Motac devised a short-term or “quick win"
Ordinance, the offence carries a fine of ’ff,j scheme to . attract tourists from Asean
RM100,000 or a jail term of up to two years, . countries to help boost the tourism industry.
or both. . - The DPM urged Malaysians to spend their
“The four vessels were being guarded by ' holidays at local destinations to support the

two crew members, who are both Chinese
nationals. We warn the maritime

Visit Malaysia 2020 campaign and help the
industry and economy. Meanwhile, Wan

records available, Malaysian authorities
to uncover the mystery
following the

are scrambling
behind the. “ghost” ships,
discovery of four large Chinese

resembling trawlers about 650 metres from

boats

vessels, but stressed that it was not possible
that merely two crew members had steered
four boats into Malaysian waters.

The discovery has also led to the
intervention of the Health Department and

community

Cruise ships from China barred,
MS Westerdam passengers blocked

PETALING JAYA: The
government has blocked all
passengers of the Westerdam
cruise ship from stepping into
Malaysia. -

This comes after an 83-year-old
American woman, a passenger of
the vessel, flew into Malaysia and
tested positive for Covid-19.

The woman and her husband
(who tested negative), are being
monitored at the Sungai Buloh
Hospital.

They were among 145
passengers who flew into Kuala
Lumpur on Friday after the cruise
ship received the green light to
dock in Cambodia, after being
turned away by various countries
earlier.

“The remaining passengers on
the Westerdam cruise ship, who
are still in Cambodia, will not be

allowed into Malaysia as the
Passengers are assummed to have
been in close contact with the
‘case; which has been confirmed
positive,” said Deputy Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Wan
Azizah Wan Ismail at a press
conference yesterday.

She said a Holland-American
cruise line company had chartered
a Malaysia Airlines flight to ferry a
group from the cruise ship to
Malaysia.

The airline scheduled four
flights, from Feb 14 to 16, to
accommodate the charter,

But only one - MH8763 -
carrying 145 passengers, including
the 83-year-old womnan and her
husband, arrived here.

“All 145 passengers who were
onboard that flight were screened,
two of them showed symptoms on

the thermal scanner and were
taken to the Sungai Buloh Hospital
for further tests,” she said.

The heaith ministry has
informed Malaysia Airlines about
the positive case, “as such, all
other passengers on the flight are
considered close contacts” Wan
Azizah pointed out.

The airline has cancelled the
three remaining chartered flights.

However, it was said that 137 of
the 145 passengers who arrived
here on MH8763 have boarded
flights to other destinations, with
six  still awaiting connecting
flights.

“These six will be tested for
Covid-19. If they test negative,
they will be allowed to continue
their journey. If found positive,
they will be warded at the
hospital,” said Wan Azizah,

that MMEA will not
compromise with those who
activities that breach Malaysian laws. We
will continue to step up surveillances and

enforcement from time to time,” he said.

carry out

Azizah also expects the tourism industry to
prioritise safety by improving the quality of
service and ensuring
provided so tourist feel safe and secure when
they visit Malaysia. - Bernama

adequate facilities are

Infectious diseases can be.

- transmitted from personto

personthrough:

when speaking an
person.

Indirectcontact—-Airborne transmission. On
fouching contaminated objects like doorknobs,
throughimproperly handied food and drinking
water, via animal-to-person contact
infected animal bites orscratches you orwhen
you handle theirwaste, through insectbites as in
vector-bome diseases, through soil, waterand
vegetation which has infectious organisms.

To preventdisease transmission:

 ®Wash your hands with soap and

waterregularly and properly.
*2Use agood sanitiserthathas
60% or more alcohol based.

3 Minimise touching your mouth
ornose with your fingers.
#3Avoid persons whoareill.
#>Wear disposable gloves ifin
contactwith blood and faeces.

¢ Coveryourmouth when you
coughorsneeze,

#2Teach kids not to put their
hands orobjects in their mouths.
#>Sanitise children’s toys and
playareas. .

> Keep good hygiene atall
times, especiallywhen
handling F&B.

Infectious diseases are caused bytypes of bacteria, viruses, parasites

Direct contact—Person-to-person via Yer
touching or exchanging of bodily fluids, 7
even before symptoms show. Droplets 3
spread via coughir:jg, sneezing, oreven
salivafallsontoa

egwhenan

#)Eatproperly cooked meat.
#3Store food at proper
temperature.

#>Separate raw meatfrom other
produce and use different
preparation surfaces when
preparing food.

£3Don’ttouch animals whenin
the wild.

£ Don’ttouchsick animals or
. deadcarcasses.

.« ©Stayuptodateon

% vaccinations.

(

and fungiaround us. Understand the fransmission process, practice
good hygiene and be responsible in protecting yourselfto help prevent

the spread ofiliness.
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