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sultan Selangor
bimbang masih
ada rakyat berdegil,
tak patuh PKP

Polis fahan 28 orang AS berpotensi
yang ingkar Perintah jadi pusat wabak
Kawalan Pergerakan Covid-19, kata WHO

KLUSTER TABLIGH [==>
TERUS JADI ANCAMAN mm

COVID-19¢

Daripada 106 kes baharu koronavirus

(Covid-19) yang dilaporkan semalan,
sebanyak 43 kes adalah berkaitan
dengan Kluster perhimpunan tabligh
di Masjid Sri Petaling, Kuala Lumpur.

Sebanyak 15 kematian akibat Covid-12
direkod sehingga semalam dan daripada
jumiah itu, sembilan daripadanya adalah
kluster perhimpunan tabligh.

Kementerian Kesihatan (KKM) sebelum
ini turat memakiumkan kiuster jemaah
tabligh yang menghadiri [jtimak di Masjid
Petaling menjadi penyumbang besar iai §4
kira-kira 62 peratus datipada keseluruhay
kes positif Covid-19 di negara ini.

Setakat ini seramai 10.500 peserta
perhimpunan berkenaan sudah menialan
ujlan saringan oleh KKM dan daripada
jumlah itu, sebanvak 743 dikesan
positif Covid-19.
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Kluster tabligh tidak ingkar

Akan terus beri kerjasama
dan patuh arahan kerajaan

supaya jalani saringan untuk

tangani Covid-19

Oleh MOHD HAZRIZAL
MOHD HANAPLAH

SHAM ALAM

alaysia mencatatkan 106
kes terbaharu wabak ko-
ronavirus (Covid-19) se-
malam menjadikan jumlah

keseluruhan 1,624 kes.

Daripada jumlah 106 kes itu, seba-
nyak 43 kes berkaitan dengan Ijtimak
Tabligh di Masjid Jamek Sri Petaling,
Kuala Lumpur pada 27 Februari hingga
1 Mac lalu, manakala 63 kes lagi adalah
berkaitan dengan lain-lain kluster yang
masih lagi dalam siasatan untuk kepas-
tian.

Berdasarkan statistik, dianggarkan

sebanyalc 62 peratus dari-
pada 1,624 jumlah keselu-
ruhan kes Covid-19di Ma- |
laysia merupakan kluster
tabligh.

Menjelaskan mengenal
perkara ity, wakil jurucakap
jemash tabligh Masjid Ja-
mek Sri Petaling, Dr Mohd
Fauzi Othman berkata, pi-
haknya sentiasa mematuhi |
arahan daripada kerajaan

2 2 saringan di pusal kesihatan
~ © daerahseluruh negara khu-
sus untuk jemaah tabligh
- mulai hari ini.
: Ditanya mengenai
jumlah jernaah yang ter-
 babit dalam saringan,
~ kata Mohd Fauzi, beliau
. tidak dapat memberikan
" jumlah angka yang tepat,
; namun yakin hanya Kira-
1 kira 10 peratus yang ma-

dengan melakukan saringan 3 sth belum hadir melaku-
seperti yang dikehendaki. DR MOHD FAUZ DTHMAN kan saringan. :
Beliau berkata, setakat Kelmarin, Polis Dira-

semalam sebanyak 90 peratus jemaah
tah)igh telahpun hadir membuat ujian
saringan.

“Semua jemaah telahpun dimakium-
kan untuk mematuhi arahan kerajaan.
K ami berharap baki 10 peratus akan ha-
dir esok membuat ujian saringan terma-
suklah ada jemaah yang dipanggil semu-
la membuat ujian,” katanya ketika
dihubungi Sinar Harian di sini semalam.

Mohd Fauzi berkata, Kementerian Ke-
sihatan (KKM) juga akan membuat ujian

ja Malaysia (PDRM) mengumumkan
akan mula memburn baki kira-kira 3,800
jemaah tabligh yang dikenal pasti scl uruh
negara yang masih belum menjalani uji-
an saringan Covid-19.

Menteri Kanan (Kluster Keselama-
tan), Datuk Seri [smail Sabri Yaakob
berkata, pihak polis sudah mempunyai
senarai nama lengkap jemaah tabligh yang
menghadiri perhimpunan di Masjid Sci
Petaling i

Ismail Sabri berkata, lebih 3,800 je-

Bagaimana Cavid-19
mula merebak dari
Masijid Sri Petaling

o Kemanterian iesihatan Brunel ~
mengesahkan kes pertama positif
Covid-19 di negara itu dijangkiti
|<etika hadir satu majlis keagamaan
di Masiid 5ri Petaling, Kuala
Lumpur pada 27 Februari hingga 1
Mac lali.

Individu terbabit dikatakan pulang
ka Brunel dengan rakan nya pada

2 WMac lalu melalul Mirl, Sarawalk
sebalum menyedari mengalami
simptom Jengkitan dan membuat
pemeriksaan di Hospital Raja Ister
' Pengiran Anak Salaha, Brunel pada
B Mac lalu,

Kamenterian Kesthatan (KKM}
kemudian meminta semua
rakyat Malaysia yang menyertai
parfimpunan ity dan mengalami
gejaia supays menghubungt
Pejabat Kesihatan Daerah
berhampiran untul pemariksaan.

Iy

mash tabligh itu bukan sahaja rakyal Ma-
laysia tetapi terdiri daripada rakyat Ro-
hingya dan pendatang lanpa izin.

berkenaan.

(Covid-19) di negara ini.

Malah, beliau turut menasi-
hatkan semua pihak supaya tidak
mendiskriminasikan golongan

Sebaliknya, katanya, perkara

ligh. Jangan kita stigmakan jerna-
ah tabligh. Apa yang penting ialah
lrita bantu mengesan dan merawat
jangkitan Covid-19 datam kalang-
an jemaah tabligh, keluarga dan
kontak mereka,” katanya pada

mula esok.

Sri Petaling baru-baru ini boleh
membuat saringan Covid-19 ber-

“Ini termasuklah mereka yang
tdak bergejala juga perlu mela-
kukan ujian saringan,” katanya.

Dr Noor Hisham minta rakyat Malaysia tidak salahkan jemaah tabligh

PUTRAJAYA - Ketua Pengarah  yang penting ketika ini ialah sidang akhbar mengenai perkem- Menurutnya, arahan telah di-
Kesihatan, Datuk Dr Noor Hisham ~ membantu kerajaan menangani bangan terkini Covid-19 di ke-  keluarkan kepada Jabatan Kesi-
Abdullah semalam merayu kepada  wabak Covid-19 di negara inida- menieriannya di sini semalam. hatan Negeri dan Pejabat Kesiha-
orang ramai agar tidak menyalah-  ripada terus mercbak. Noor Hisham berkata, kese-  tan Daerah bagi wjuan it

kan jemaah tabligh berikutan pe- “Janganlah kita persalabkan mua jemash tabligh yang menyer- “Mereka telah dimaklumlican
nin, kes positif koronavirus  dan diskriminasikan jemaah tab- tai perhimpunan di Masjid Jamek  mengenai hal ini. Insya-ALLAH

esok (hari ini) boleh datang buat
saringan,” katanya.

Joas ferbahwti
el P raysia i

Etnik Rohingya sertai jtimak Tabligh digesa buat saringan

KUALA LUMPUR - Dalam usaha
membendung penularan wabak korona-
virus (Covid-19) di Malaysia, Mercy
Malaysia semalam menasihati etnik Ro-
hingya di negara ini khususnya yang
menghadiri Ijtimak Tabligh di Masjid Sri
Petaling, Kuala Lumpur pada 27 Febru-
ari hingga | Mac lalu, tampil membuat
saringan. :
Pengurus Besar Operasi Program
Mercy Malaysia, Mohammad Said Al-
hudzari Tbrahim berkata, pihaknya meng-
| anggarkan kira-kira 500 etnik Rohingya
menyeriai ljtimak Tabligh berkenaan dan
telah mengenal pasti sebahagian daripa-

| damercka. %

Bagaimaua;:un, katanya, tiada kes
positif Covid-19 dikesan melibatkan ma-
syarakat ifu setakat ini.

“Bagi mereka yang takut membuat
saringan, Mercy Malaysia akan berhu-
bung dengan Pejabat Kesihatan Daerah
yang berdekatan untuk tindakan selan-
jutnya setelah mendapat maklumat,” ka-
tanya ketika dihubungi di sini semalarm.

Beliau berkata, jika terdapat etnik
Rohingya yang positif, Mercy Malaysia
akan memastikan keluarganya juga diku-
arantin dan bantuan makanan disampai-
kan kepada mereka.

Setakat ini, terdapat 178,990 etnik
Rohingya di seluruh negara. - Bernama
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erajaan sedang be-
runding dengan pe-
merintah China un-
tuk memohon negara
berkenaan menghantar pakar
- perubatan mercka ke Malaysia
bagi membantu petugas. baris-
an depan negara memerangi
koronavirus (Covid-19) habis-
habisan.
_ Menteri Luar, Datuk Seri
Hishammuddin Hussein berka-
ta, ini adalah antara peranan
dimainkan Wisima Putra dalam
menggunakan hubungan baik
negara dengan pemerintah di
luar negara bagi mendapatkan
bantuan dalam memerangi
wabal berkenaan.

“Susulan perbincangan ini,
saya difahamkan pakar peruba-
tan daripada 26 buah hospital
di Malaysia akan me
persidangan menerusi video
dengan pakar-palar perubatan
yang berada di China pada
Khamis ini (esok) bagi berkong-
si kaedah serta strategi terbaik
dalam melawan Covid-19," ka-
tanya pada sidang akhbar yang
diadakan secara langsung me-
lalui akaun Facebook beliau
semalam.

Selain i, Hishammuddin
berkata, melalui hubungan Ma-
laysia-Emiriyah Arab Bersatu

HISHAMMUDDIN

(UAE), Wisma Putra juga se-
dang berusaha mendapatkan
bantuan peralatan perubatan
dari negara berkenaan,

“Kami berbual (erutama me-
ngenai peralatan perubatan,
peralatan perubatan Lritikal dan
saya percaya UAE mempunyai
beberapa keupayaan untuk

dan hidung atau pakaian perlin-
dungan, terdapat perkara yang
lebih kritikal yang kita tidak
sepatutnya mempunyai rasa ce-

mas, ego dan sombong untuk

meminta bantuan.

“Ini sesuatu yang ditunjuk-
kan oleh UAE, dan apa jua yang
mereka hendak bantu Kita ber-
hubung peralatan kritikal yang
diperlukan, mereka akan mem-
bantu kita, mercka melihatnya
sangat menggalaklan dan ma-
sih dalam rundingan,” katanya.
- Bernama

Pesawat sewa khas berlepas ke Dhaka

KUALA LUMPUR - Satu penerbangan khas akan berlepas
ke Dhaka, Bangladesh hari ini untuk membawa pulang
kumpulan pertama seramai 270 daripada 367 rakyat Malay-
sia susulan penularan koronavirus (Covid-19) di negara itu.

Menteri Luar, Datuk Seri Hishammuddin Hussein ber-
kata, buat masa ini, kerajaan Bangladesh telah menyuarakan
jaminan akan memberi kebenaran khas kepada pesawat ini
untuk mendarat serta berlepas dari Lapangan Terbang An-
tarabangsa Hazrat Shahjalal, Dhaka.

“Kesemua mereka akan dibawa pulang menggunakan
sebuah pesawat sewa khas jenis Airbus 332 milik syarikat
penerbangan Malaysia Airlines yang dibiayai penuh MIC
sepertimana enam penerbangan sewa khas untuk membawa
pulang rakyat Malaysia yang terkandas di India sebelum
ini,” katanya pada sidang akhbar yang diadakan secara lang-.
sung di akaun Facebook beliau semalam. - Bernama

1
i

Putrajaya semalam.

PUTRAJAYA - Perdana
Menteri, Tan Sri Muhyiddin
Yassin semalam menerima
sumbangan berjumlah RMS
juta daripada lima syarikat
korporat untuk Tabung Co-
vid-19.

Sumbangan itu menjadi-
kan jumlah terfumpul Tabung
Covid-19 kini sebanyak
RMS.125 juta tidak termasuk
barangan yang diterima.

Replika cek untuk Tabung
Covid-19 disampaikan oleh
wakil syarikat korporat kepa-
da Muhyiddin di Perdana Pu-
tra di sini semalam.

Selain wang tunai, Perdana
Menteri turut menerima sum-
bangan berupa 520,000 to-
peng muka daripada Titijaya
Land Berhad untuk digunakan
petugas barisan hadapan.

Suribangan Titijaya Land
Berhad itu disampaikan kepa-
da Perdana Menteri olch
pengasasnya, Tan Sri SP Lim.

Antara yang menyampai-
kan simbangan semalam ia-
lah Spanco Sdn Bhd yang

diwakili pemiliknya, Tan Sri

Muhyiddin (kanan) menerima sumbangan darpada Syed Falsal Allbar pada
Majiis Penyerahian Sumbangan Tabung Covid-19 i Bangunan Pordana
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Robert Tan Hua Choon yang
menyumbang sebanyak RM2
juta,

Turut memberikan sum-
bangan ialah DRB Hicom
Berhad. Replika cek RM1 juta
disampaikan oleh Pengarah
Urusan Kumpulan DRB Hi-
com, Datuk Seri Syed Faisal
Albar Syed Ali Rethza Albar.

Syarikat lain ialah MMC
Corporation Berhad yang me-
nyumbang RM1 juta dan di-
sampaikan oleh Pengarah -
Urusan Kumpulannya, Datuk
Seri Che Khalib Mohamad
Noh.

Satu lagi syarikat yang
menyumbang kepada Tabung
Covid-19 ialah YTL Corpo-
ration Berhad sebanyak RM1
juta dengan replika cek disam-
paikan kepada Perdana Men-
teri oleh Pengerusi Eksekutif-
nya, Tan Sri Francis Yeoh.

Tabung Covid-19 dilancar-
kan kerajaan pada 11 Mac
lepas sebagai usaha kerajaan
membant rakyat yang terje-
jas ekoran wabak itu. - Berna-
ma

Chaw Min (kanan) mewaidil Kementartan Kealhaten ima sumbangan
panibstan dadpeds Eal Tien (i) pada majils penyerahan i Kuaka Lempur semalam

Kementerian Kesihatan teri

SHAH ALAM - Kementerian
Kesihatan (KKM) semalam me-
nerima bantuan peralatan peruba-
1an daripada kontraktor utama
projek Laluan Rel Pantai Timur
(ECRL) iaitn China Communica-
tions Construction Sdn Bhd
(CCC-ECRL) yang berpangkalan
di negara ini.

Bantuan untuk kegunaan 26
hospital khusus bagi rawatan
wabak koronavirus (Covid-19) it
terdiri daripada 5,000 topeng
muka jenis N95 dan KNOO,
201000 topeng muka pembedahan
serta 1,200 kaca mata pelindung
perubatan,

Sumbangan itu diserahkan
oleh Duta Besar China ke Malay-
sia, Bai Tian kepada Ketua Sefi-
ausaha KKM, Datuk Seri Dr Chen
Chaw Min pada satu majlis pe-
nyerahan di Pharmaniaga Berhad
di sini semalam.

Bai Tian berkata, peralatan
perubatan itu disediakan sejurus
pihaknya memohon semua syari-
kkat dari China yang berpangkalan
di Malaysia untuk menyalurkan
bantuan.

“Saya amat bimbang setelah
membaca laporan berita menge-
nai kekurangan peralatan perlin-
dungan bagi petugas perubatan di

ma bantuan peralatan perubatan daripada CCC-ECRL

sini. Jadi Kedutaan China di sini
mendapatkan pertolongan daripa-
da seluruh China dan kami juga
meminta syarikat China di Ma-
laysia menghulurkan sumbangan.

“Saya amat gembira apabila
CCC-ECRL adalah antara syari-
kat yang pertama tampil untuk
membantu dan syarikat dari Chi-
na di sini juga sudah digerakkan.
Banyak bantuan kini dalam per-
jalanan,” katanya di sini semalam.

Turut hadir pada majlis itu
ialah Pengarah Urusan CCC-
ECRL, Bai Yinzhan dan Pengarah
Urusan Kumpulan Pharmaniaga,
Datuk Farshila Emran. - Bernama
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‘Kita hadapi malapetaka dahS\[at’ _

Covid-19 beri kesan

laran wabak tersebut.
Bagi Malaysia, katanya, in-

besar te_rhadap dﬁ:’ni pelancongan yang meru-

i i palean sumber pendapatan asing -
ekonomi seluruh dunia kedua terbesar selepas Petronas
turut akan terjejas teruk dan
Oleh HIDAYAH HAIROM  akan menyebabkan kerajaan

kehilangan banyak hasil

SHAH ALAM “Syarikat penerbangan akan
menderita. Industri pelanco-
ngan akan menderita. Pengang-
ekas Perdana Mente-  kutan darat hotel, restoran akan
ri, Tun Dr Mahathic  menderita. Pekerja akan men-
Mohamad  berkata,  derita kerana mereka boleh di-
apa yang sedang rak-  buang. Majikan mereka tidak

yat Malaysia dan penduduk

dunia hadapi ketika ini mer-

pakan malapetaka yang dah-

syat.

Beliau berkata, wabak koro-
navirus (Covid-19) akan mem-
beri kesan besar terhadap eko-
nomi seluruh dunia tidak
terkecuali negara kaya,

Menurutmya, banyak sektor
industri seluruh dunia yang
akan terjejas disebabkan penu-

akan mendapat cukup wang
untuk membayar (gaji) mereka.

“Orang yang bekerja dalam
industri pelancongan akan ke-
hilangan pekerjaan dan
pendapatan. Ini merisaukan
kerana mereka memerlikan
makanan dan minuman,” kata-
nya menerusi tulisan di blog
beliau kelmarin.

Dr Mahathir berkata, hasil
kerajaan mungkin menurun se-

hingga RM30 bilion akibat pe-
nurunan harga minyak Lk
50 peratus daripada harga yang
dianggarkan.

Untuk tahun 2020, katanya,

* kerajaan menganggarkan satu

tong minyak mentah ditetapkan
pada harga AS$63 (kira-kira
RM?280) setong namun ia kini
menurun.

“Di Malaysia, industri pet-
roleum tidak besar, tetapl ia
memberi sumbangan besar ke-
pada hasil kerajaan,” katanya.

Selain i, Ahli Parlimen
Langkawi itu turut berkata, ke-
rajaan berdepan cabaran apabi-
la pakej rangsangan yang diu-
mum kerajaan melibatkan
peningkatan dalam perbelanja-
an dan penurunan cukai.

Menurutnya, hasil kerajaan
juga akan terjejas dengan pe-
laksanaan Perintah Kawalan
Pergerakan kerana ia akan me-
ngurangkan aktiviti perniagaan
serta keuntungan,

Dr Adham beri semangat kepada rakyat
Malaysia untuk terus menangani Covid-19

“Bagi perusahaan kecil, ke-
rugian akan menjadi sangat
teruk. Mereka mendapat hari
ini untuk hari ini. Sekalipun
mereka mampu melakukan
perniagaan, ia fidak
akan cukup untuk /
menampung makan
dan minum mereka.
Kerajaan mungkin
memberi mereka
bantuan kewangar.

“Apa yang berla-
ku di Malaysia juga
berlaku  di
seluruh
dunia.

Industri mungkin perlu berhen-
ti atau sekurang-kurangnya
mengurangkan pengeluaran.
Eksport dan import akan terje-
jas: Ekonomi akan meng-
~ alami kemelesetan di
= seluruh dunia. Malah
| negara terkaya akan -

- menderita,” katanya.

2 Meskipun telah
-1 disahkan negatif Co-
¥ vid-19, Dr Mahathir

kini masih menjalani

terpoh kuarantin di
rumnah selama 14

S

Perkhidmatan

BAMIAL
E’ HOSPITAL

o .- W
KUALA LUMPUR - : “Ini usaha kita bersa- Pandu Lalu

Menteri Kesihatan, Datuk
Seri Dr Adham Baba se-
malam memberikan kata-
kata semangat kepada
rakyat Malaysia agar lerus
mematuhi Perintah Ka-
walan Pergerakan untuk
memutuskan rantaian vi-
rus koronavirus (Co-
vid-19).

Menerusi satu video
berdurasi 53 saat di Face-
book rasmi beliau, dalam
nada positif, Dr Adham
menyeru rakyat menerus-
kan langkah duduk di ru-
mah, memastikan penja-
rakkan sosial dan
mengamalkan kebersihan.

DR ADHAM sebelum ini hasil kerjasa-

ma bersepadu yang dila-

“Langkah kerajoan Ma-  kukan oleh Polis Diraja

laysia melaksanakan Perin- Malaysia, Angkatan Ten-

tah Kawalan Pergerakan tera Malaysia, Rela dan

mula mendapat kerjasama  pihak berkuasa tempatan.
baik daripada ralcyat. - Bernama

- Covid-19).” katanya.

ma, duduk rumah, penja-
rakkan sosial, amalkan
kebersihan, kita mesti me-

nang (dalam menangani | RS

Semalam merupakan
hari ketujuh Perintah Ka-
walan Pergerakan dan
sehingga kini kadar pe-
matuhan rakyal mening-
kat kepada 95 peratus
berbanding 92 peratus

UMNO Sabah derma RM1 juta barangan keperluan

KOTA KINABALU - Prihatin dengan ’
nasib peiiduduk Sabah yang tertekan
akibat penalaran wabak koronavires (Co-

“Saya telah berbincang perkara ini
dengan Ketua Perhnbungan UMNO Sa-
bah, Datuk Seri Bung Moltar Radin yang

[Tidaik lrmasisk Ahad dan Cutl Umuni)

UJIAN COVID-19

 Unihuk perianyaen, sia hubungl caning keni
012.577 1889
017-578 2889

! \erin —umaat - 8.30 pagi - 5,00 petang
Satiu © B30 pagl - 100 potang
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{idak o sofaran pajelanin TETAP

\vid-19), UMNO Sabah mendermakan  akan menyelia agihan bekalan melalui [ ’ ¢
“arangan keperluan bernilai RM1 juta.  Seketariat UMNO negeri. gl )

\ Bekas Pengerusi Badan Perhubungan  “UMNO Sabah juga akan berbincang — OB e ¢
'[NO Sabah, Tan Sri Musa Amanber-  dengan Parti Bersatn Rakyat Sabah, Par- -m_?‘“-- e

UMNO Sabah akan mengedarkan  ti Solidariti Tanah Airku dan Parti Pri- CPANGNG pyenny, MRSt

'zan keperiuan seperti bekalan ma-  bumi Bersau Malaysia (Bersatu) untulc o e —Jalmnengah == == Q'
Rerubatan fermasuk topeng muka  menggabungkan sumbsr masing-masing y D
“ersih tangan kepada orang ramai  bagi membantu rakyat negeri ini,” kata- “Ttma & syarat dkenatan PRt s R s

‘gita kaum, agama dan politik.  nya dalam satu kenyataan semalam.
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Satu lagi kematian dicatat

Menjadikan jumlah kematian
akibat Covid-19 di Malaysia
sebanyak 15 kes

Oleh TUAN BUQHAIRAH
TUAN MUHAMAD ADNAN

PUTRAJAYA

ementerian Kesihatan (KKM)

merekodkan  satu  kemarian

dan 106 kes baharu positif lo-
ronavirus (Covid-19).

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah berkata, kematian
terbaharu it melibatkan lelaki tempatan
yang disyaki mempunyai kontak dengan
kes pasitif yang ke-703 (yang menghadiri
perjumpaan tabligh di Masjid Sri Petaling,
Kuala Lumpur) semasa solat Jumaat.

“Pesakit yanp merupakan kes ke-1519
mengalami gejala sesak nafas selama tiga
hari,” katanya.

Menurutnya, bantuan pernafasan di-
berikan dan pesakit itu disshlkan mening-
gal dunia jam 5.35 pagi tadi (semalam).

“Dia yang berumur 71 tahun metnpu-
nyai penyakit kencing marus dan dmh
tinggi,” katanya,

Beliau berkata, sebanyak 106 kes po-
sitif Covid-19 dicatatkan setakat jam 12
tengah hari semalam,

“Berdasarkan siasatan, daripada jum-

NTERIAN KE!
MALAYSIA

Dy Nogr Hisham (Kanan) pada swangmdu harian berkenaan Covid-19 ol Kementerian Keslhatan di
Putrajaya semalam,

Tah tu, 43 les berkaitan dengan kluseer
tabligh manakala kementerian sedang
mengenal pasti punca kluster kepada 63
yang lain," katanya.

Dr Noor Hisham berkata, jumlah pe-
sakit yang dimasukkan ke Unit Rawatan

Rapl (ICU) turut meningkat kepada 64
“Danpadﬂ‘p]mlah itu, 27 kes memer-

lukan bantuan pernafasan,” kal

Menurutnya, sebanyak 24 kes telah

pulih dan dibenar discaj, menjadikan
leumniatif kes pulih sebanyak 183.

Setakat semalam, jumlah keseluruh-
an kes positif dilaporkan sebanyak 1,624
kes dan jumiah kumulatf kes kematian
ngid—lg di Malaysia adalah sebanyalc
15 kes.

Pramugari hilang
ketika saringan

IPOH - Polis sedang mengesan seo-
rang wanita mengalami simptom
wabal koronavirus (Covid-19) yang
menghilangkan diri ketika menjalani
saringan kesihatan di Hospital Parit
Buntar (HPR) kelmarin.

Wanita berusia 21 tahun dan be-
kerja sebagai pramugari itu dikatakan
hadir ke hospital berkenaan pada Ahad
lalu sebelum diarahkan ke Hospital
Taiping bagi menjalani pemeriksaan
lanjut.

Bagaimanapun, pesakit itu meno-

- lak untuk dihantar ke Hospital Taiping

sebelum dikesan menghilangkan diri.

Pesakit itu dikatakan baru pulang
dari Singapura dan telah transit di
Thailand. Dia mula mengalami de-
mam sejak 12 hari lepas.

Laporan kehilangan wanita itu di-
buat oleh seorang kakirangan hospital
terbabit di Balai Polis Parit Buntar
pada jam 10.27 malam kelmarin,

Ketua Polis Dacrah Kerian, Su-
perintendan Omar Bakhtiar Yaacob
ketika dihubungi mengesahkan lapor-
an berkenaan.

‘Daripada maklumat dikongsi, wa-
nita yang beralamat dari Bukit Mer-
tajam, Pulau Pinang itu telah diletak-
kan di dalam bilik isolasi HPB untulk
saringan.

Abang pesakit memberitahu pihalc
hospital akan cuba memujuknya ke
Hospital Taiping, namun selepas itu
kedua-duanya didapati telah menghi-
langkan diri. .

SITUASITERKINI KES COVID-19 DI MALAYSIA SETAKAT SEMALAM

Bilangan kes Covid-19

mengikut negeri *
diMa a %

Dikemas kini pada 12 tengah
hari 24 Mac 2020

Jumlah jangkitan Covid-19diMalaysia semalam

meningkatdaripada 1,518 kes kepada 1,624 kes

UMLAH
(KESELURUHAN. |

' JUMLAH KES BAHARU
DILAPORKAN SETIAF HAHI !
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an tidak dapat mem-
bantu  pengesanan
awal jangkitan Covid-19.

orang ramai untuk tidak men-
jalani ujian RTK dengan sewe-
nang-wenangnya tanpa menda-

“Ujian rRT-PCR Covid-19

yang positif bermaksud indivi-
du tersebut telah dijangkiti oleh

berkenaan masih menunggu
kelulusan KKM,
Dalam perkembangan lain,

i
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RTK tidak dapat esan Covid-19
KKM saran orang ramai Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,  pat khidmat nasihat daripada  wabak berkenaan. Dr Noar Hisham berlcata, KKM
Atidak Al Dawk Dr Noor Hisham Abdul-  Pengamal Perubatan kerana ia “Keputusan ujian yang tepat  sedang mencari jalan penyele-
tidak jalani ujian guna  |ah berkata, RTK digunakan berpolensi untuk menimbulkan  melalui teknik rRT-PCR adalah  seian termasuk kemungkinan
kit ujian pantas untuk mengesan antibodi yang . salah tafsir dan keresahan ter-  amat penting dalam pengurusan  akan berkunjung ke rumah pen-
" terhasil dalam badan akibat  hadapkeputusanujian,” katanya  pesakit Covid-19 yang berke- derma darah berikutan keku-
Oleh TUAN BUQHAIRAE jangk:hap dialami. pada siglm_'lg media harian di  san? katanya. ; rangan bekalan terscbut di
TUAN MUHAMAD ADNAN “Antibodi muncul dalam  KKM di sini semalam. - Kelmarin, sebual syarikat  hospital,
badan sekitar lima hingga lapan ~ Beliau berkata, ujian Co- penyedia perkhidmatan e-kera- “Memandanglkan kita se-
PUTRAJAYA  hari selepas jangkitan. vid-19 yang dijalankan di jaanmengumumkanakanmem- dang dalam Perintah Kawalan
“Ujian RTK yang mengesan  makrhal fasilic KKM adalah  bawa masuk RTK yang diba-  Pergerakan, kami merancang
antibodi tidak disarankan untuk  menggunakan teknik real time - ngunkan  oleh syarikat  untuk membuat kempen men-
it ujian pantas (RTK)  tujuan diagnosa Covid-19. Reverse Transcription-Polyme-  bioperubatan China terkemuka,  derma darah dari rumah.
yang dijual di pasar- “Justern, KKM menggesa  rase Chain Reaction (fRT-PCR), Bagaimanapun, syarikat “Kami akan hantarkan pa-

sukan ke rumah anda untuk
mendapatkan bekalan,” kata-
ftya.
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(Covid-19) memberi impak
yang cukup besar buat negara,
ekonomi serta rakyat.
Tambahan lagi apabila beraku pe-
ningkatan lebih banyal kes jangkitan
yang kini mencecah 1,624 kes.serta ang-
ka kematian seramai 15 orang di Malay-
- sia.

Waninn begitu yang lebih terkesan
sudah tentu pasukan yang berada di ba-
risan hadapan iaity petugas kesihatan
termasuk doktor dan jururawat yang
sanggup mengambil risiko untuk mera-
wat dan mengekang wabak ini dari hari
pertama ia menular ke negara.

Kini lebih membimbangkan apabila

. banyak dilaporkan bekalan peralatan
perubatan seperti Peralatan Perlindu-
ngan Diri (PPE) serta beberapa keper-
luan lain termasuk cecair pembersihan
dan keperluan makmal tidak menculkupli,
malah tidak dapat menampung keper-
luan di hospital dalam menangani pesa-
kit Covid-19,

Menurut seorang petugas kesihatan
yang enggan dikenali, keperluan pera-
latan perubatan di setiap hospital adalah
berbeza bergantung kepada jumlah kes
yang diterima. 7

Katanya, masalah bekalan tidak men-
cukupi ini kebanyakannya lebih dirasai
petugas-petugas kesihatan di hospital
besar.

Contoh pemakaian PPE ssbenar oleh p

i Pejabat Kasil Daerah (PKD) Hillr Parak.

‘Plastik sampah’
ganti PPE

kekurangan peralatan perubatan ini sejak
awal gelombang kedua Covid- 19 danada
juga yang baru seminggu ini terkesan.

“Kebanyakan hospital terputus be-
kalan PPE sehingga terpaksa menjadi
kreatif dengan mernbuat face shizid sen-
diri iaim menggunakan span, plastik
Jutsinar dan plastik sampah untuk per-
lindungan di bahagian kepala, muka/
mata serta leher.

“Petugas kesihatan terlibat biasanya
akan buat lebih untuk dipakai dalam
tempoh beberapa hari bagi mengganti-

kan PPE sebenar, tambah lagi ia ha-

nya boleh digunakan untuk sekali

“Ada yang mengalami masalah  § H palcai.” katanya.

INFO \"\ )
PPE :

* Pa.
. kalan .
khas vang
peru dipakal
oleh petugas ]
kesihatan yang:
mangendalikan pesakit
Covid-19 2
Pakalan inl menutupi ke- P
seluruhan badan, tangan
seia bahaglan kepala dan —
muka bagi mengelakkan ‘
dijangkiti wabak i,
Dilengkapi pelindung
kepala, palindung par-
nafasan faitu penuiup
muka pambedahan atau
Jenls NG5, alat pelindung
mata/muka
face shield), seluar
khaz sarungtangan,
butfsarung kaki khas
sarta gaun yang melepast
plawalan ditetapkan, kalis
ocecalr dan pakal buang.
PPE tidak boleh dikongsl =
dengan orang lain X
= Penggunaan untul sekali i
pakal 5 ¥

L]

Katanya, walaupun petugas
kesiha-

o i 4)) tan ter-

</ paksa

. 5 mema-

kai ‘plas-

. tik sampah’

yang tidak

menjamin per-

lindungan, dalam

- keadaan terdesak ia tetap

. membanm dan itu saja pilih-
' an yang mereka aca.

. "Ada antara kami sampai
kena mandi selcurang-kurang-
nya sembilan kali sehari bagi
memastikan kebersihan diri
serta untuk elak jangkitan
selepas merawat atau me-

ngendalikan pesakit Co-
: vid-19, malah ada juga yang
~ demam kerana mandi ber-
lebihan,” katanya,
Menurut petugas itu
lagi, di seselengah hospi-
tal lain pula ada yang sa-
ngat memerlikan peralat-
— " an makmal seperti alat
© . untukmembuat ujian swab
",&a} (kapas kesat) iaitu meng-
«=  ambil sampel dari kerong-

kong serta hidung.

“Alat ini paling penting kerana ia
menentukan sama acda seseorang itu po-
sitif atau negatif Covid-19," katanya.

Menurut seorang lagi petugas kesi-
hatan, cecair pembasmi kuman, sarung
tangan serta penutup mulut dan hidung
semakin berkurangan di tempatnya ber-
fugas.

Katanya, itu adalah antara peralatan
asas yang sangat diperlukan ketika ini
dan beliau berharap bekalan baharu akan
sampal segera.

Peruntukan tambahan

Pengumuman oleh Perdana Menteri,
Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin kelmarin me-
maklumkan Kementerian Kesihatan
(KKM) akan diberi peruntukan tambah-
an RM500 juta bagi membiayai pembe-
lian peralatan perubatan seperti ventila-
tor dan peralatan ICU (unit rawatan rapi),
PPE tambahan bagi kakitangan perkhid-
matan pernbatan awam serta keperluan
makmal untuk saringan Covid- 19 dijang-
lta memberi sinar baharu kepada para
petugas barisan hadapan ini.

Selain itu, kerajaan juga akan menya-
lurkan peruntukan RM 100 juta khusus
untuk pelantikan 2,000 kalkitangan ba-
haru KKM secara kontrak.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan, Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham Abdullah pula memberi-
tahu, KIZM berjaya memperoleh stok
bekalan PPE sebanyak 33 juta unit dan
ia sekali gus dapat menampung penggu-
naan di semua fasiliti kesihatan. Stok itu
akan diedarkan dalam minggu ini.

Seorang sumber memberitahu Sinar
Harian, kakitangan baharu terdiri dari-
pada jururawat difahamkan sudah mula
melaporkan diri di hospital-hospital yang
kekurangan kakitangan mulai semalam.

Dalam pada itu, Palar Perubatan Ke-
luarga KKM, Dr Suhazeli Abdullah ke-
tika dihubungi Sinar Harian berkata,
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L hop = Guna saluran farmasi
terputus bekalan Peralatan | o
' Perlindungan Diri & edar kepada pengguna
Yo SHAH ALAM - Pengagihian 10 juta
Oleh HASNIZA HUSSAIN RN ﬁ::?ggﬁﬁﬁaﬁ:mkﬁﬁﬁ
;R ¥ B R
s at secara teratur oleh kerajaan.
" cnularan  wabak  koronavirus Presiden Persatuan Farmasi Ma-

laysia, Amrahi Buang berkata, an-
tara yang boleh dibuat kerajaan ialah
dengan menjadikan farmasi sebagai
salah saru saluran uniuk mengedar-
kan penutup muka tersebut.

“‘Sebagai contoh apabila penggu-
na datang ke farmasi untuk beli uba-
tan atau sebagainya, ahli farmasi
boleh mainkan peranan dengan mem-
buat saringan awal ke atas mereka,
sediakan tempat basuh tangan sebe-
lum masuk, beri penerangan tentang
bahaya Covid- 19 dan setelah mereka
bayar barangan dibeli, baru kita be-
rikan penutup muka percuma itu.

“Dengan cara ini, pemberian
penutup muka itu adalah lebih ber-
sasar. Jika main beri saja, ia ibarat
kerajaan buang duit begitu saja, ti-
ada kesan,” kalanya,

Sebelum ini, kerajaan mengu-
mumkan akan mengagihkan 10 juta
penutup muka percuma kepada rak-
yal negara ini yang memerlukan dan
terjejas dengan penularan Covid-19.

Selain itu, Amrahi berkata, ke-
rajaan juga perlu melindungi doktor
dan kakitangan di klinik swasta, ahli
| dan kakitangan farmasi untuk me-
mastikan perkhidmatan mereka ber- -
terusan. ;

“Kemudahan seperti peralatan
perlindungan diri (PPE) umpamanya
bukan perlu diberi kepada hospital
kerajaan saja tapi harus juga diberi-
kan kepada klinik swasta dan far-
masi kerana mereka ini adalah pu-
sat-pusal rawatan ulama primer.

“Ramai yang datang buat peme-
riksaan di sini sebelum dirujuk ke
hospital, jadi perlindungan harus
diberikan kepada mereka juga,” ka-
tanya.

semua pihak diminta bersabar kerana
kerajaan sudah memberi jaminan baha-
wa bekalan PPE mencokupi.

“Ia baru sahaja diumumbkan semalam
(kelmarin) dan prosesnya akan meng-
ambil sedikit masa. —

“KIM kini sedang bertunghkus-lumus
melakukannya bagi memastikan alat PPE

_ itu dapat diedarkan secepat mungkin

untuk kegunaan hospital,” katanya.

Ketika mengulas tentang alternatif
yang boleh dilakukan pihak hospital atau
petugas kesihatan sementara menunggo
bekalan peralatan perubatan tiba, Dr
Suhazeli berkata, ia bergantung kepada
kreativiti mereka sendiri.

“Terpulang kepada mereka tetapi ia
perlu mematuhi prosedur standard dite-
tapkan,” katanya.
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Penuiartn COVID-19

24 kes pulih, dibenar pulang

106 kes baharu
dengan satu
kematian dicatat
semalam

Oleh Samadi Ahmad
bhnews@bh.com.my

a%! Satu lagi kematian
akibat OVID-19 dilaporkan se-
malam, menjadikan jumlah lke-
seluruhan 15 kes kematian dise-
bablcan wabak berkenaan di ne-
gara ini, setakat ini.

Ketna Pengarah Kesihatan, Da-
tuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah, ber-
kata kematian ke-15 membabitkan
lees lee-1,519, lelauhemsia'fl tahun

“Lelald itn mempuanyai sejarah
penyakit lronik dan dirawat di
Hospital Pakar Sultanah Patimah,
Muar, Johor, mulai 18 Mac Ialu.
Belian disahlkan meninggal dunia

pada jam 5.36 pagl ini” katanya
melalui kenyataan, semalam,
Pada sidang media kemudian,
beliau berkata, sebanyak 108 kes
bahary membabitkan 43 kes ber-
lkaitan Mluster perhimpunan tab.
ligh di Seri Petaling dan 63 kes
berkaitan lain-lain kluster dilapor-
kan semalaim, merjadikan
kes positif COVID-19 1,624 kes.
“Sehingga kini, seramai 64 kes
positif COVID-14 sedang d1ra.wat

di Unit Rawatan Rapi (ICU), ter-

masult 27 kes memerlukan ban-
fnan pernafasan. Terdapat 24 kes
sudah pulih dan dibenarkan ke-
luar hari ini (semalam), menja-

Mengenai kelkurangan bekalan
darah, beliau memaklumkan, pe-
mgas kesihatan akan digeraldan

ke kediaman untuk mengambil

darah merelka yang ingin men-
derma yang boleh juga menghu-
bungi tallan hotline KEM supaya
petugas dapat ke rumah mereka
dalam tempoh Perintah Kawalan
Pergeralcan (PEP).

Selain itu, Dr Noor Hisham ber-
kata, pihalnya sudah mengenal
pasti 3,000 jururawat bersara un-
tuk dipanggil bertugas bagi me-
nampung lkelourangan petugas le-
sihatan ketilea tnl

5 rakyat kita dirawat di Brunei

Li.ma rakyat Mezlaysia yang ber-
aﬂad.l Bm:ﬁiﬂmdUamidu COVID-19kinidijaga

yang hadir jftimak tabligh 4 Masjid Serd Petaling
dengansemmeapmm

berkattan COVID19

rapi oleh Kerajaan Brunei, kata Menter! Luar, di negara
Datukﬁerlmshamm . e mmmmmmmmmmmmsg.

perkara
' Ehv LmrNegeﬂBmeiﬁ,DmkSeriSeﬁn
- Erywan | Damm&ayamﬂ'mwr';_,

Perbincangan juga menyen

berkenaan adalah berkaitan

pr.tramsdiMaIaarsia
turut berkongsi dengan Erywan, Polis
Dh-q]aM&hysia (‘PDRM)sudahﬁzbuhhm ‘zask

mmmmmmemmm:msnglemd_' tabligh di Gowa

Sehmgga kini,
3:‘ © seramai 64 kes
positif COVID-19
sedang dirawat

di Unit Rawatan Rapi
(ICU), termasuk

27 kes memerlukan
bantuan pernafasan.
Terdapat 24 kes
sudah pulih dan
dibenarkan keluar
hari ini (semalam).

Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,
Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan

25 MAC 2020
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Penularan COVID-19

Topeng muka N95,
3 lapis paling sesuai

Mampu halang
o5 peratus -
virus daripada
tersebar melalui
pengudaraan

0leh Mohd Iskandar fbrahim
mohd_iskandar@bh.com,my

Kuala Lumpur: Topeng muka
kategori tiga lapisan dan N85
paling sesuai digunaltan seba-
gai langkah pencegahan wabak
coronavirus (COVID-19) kerana
mampl menapis kira-kira 95 pe-
ratus virus,
Pakar kesihatan awam, Dr
Hanafiah Bashirun, menjelas-
kan topeng muka kategori ber-
kenaan boleh menghalang virus
terbabit tersebar melalui peng-
udaraan jika individu ferkena
titisan cecair daripada hidung
+ atau mulut dijangkiti COVID-19.

“Topeng muka tiga lapisan
boleh didapati pada harga lebih
m berbanding N95. Biar-
pun tepeng muka N85 paling
bailt, topeng muka tiga lapisan
sudah memadai, selain harga-
nya berpatutan. Jenis N95 lebih
mahal dan lebih sesuai bagi
menghalang jangkitan menerusi
airborne (udara).

“Topeng muka tiga lapisan

adalah jenis yang selalu digu-
nakan pegawal perubatan dan
kesihatan,” katanya sainbil me-
nambah, topeng muka jenis N95

‘holeh menapis virus pada kadar

05 peratus, bakteria (100 pera-
tus), debu (100 peratus) dan de-
bunga (100 peratus).

Katanya, fungsi topeng jenis

‘tiga lapis pula sama seperti N5,

iaitu boleh menapis virus pada
kadar 05 peratus, namun hanya
menapis bakteria pada kadar 80
peratus, debu (80 peratus) dan de-
bunga (80 peratus).

Beliau tidak menggalaklkan
penggunaan topeng muka jenis
dua atau satu lapisan mahupun
jenis karbon yang boleh dibasith
dan digunakan semula kerana
hanya boleh menapis virus pada
kadar 10 peratus, bakteria (50
peratus), debu (10 peratus) dan
debunga (50 peratus),

“Malah, topeng muka jenis
karbon hanya sesual bagi meng-
halang bau. Topeng muka juga
tidal boleh digunakan berulang
kali kerana dilchuatiri tercemar
dengan virus yang boleh me-

"Saya faham

amat mendesak lebih-lebih lagi.

dengan kekurangan bekalan
topeng muka di pasaran akibat
penularan wabak COVID-18.
Jika hanya mampu dapat

tiga topeng dalam satu masa.

“Berdasarkan cara penggu-
naan, topeng efektif digunakan
dalam tempoh enam jam sahaja
dan selepas itu, topeng bahara
perlu digunakan, topeng lama
perludibmang,” lkatanya.

Mengenai topeng muka jenis
kain, Dr Hanafiah berkata, ia ti-
dak sesuai digunakan langsung
kerana kadar tapisan bagi meng-
halang virus dan debu adalah
gifar peratus, manakala topeng
muka jenis span yang banyak
digunakan . sebagai perhiasan
pakaian juga tidak boleh meng-
halang virus.

Dalam pada itu, beliau meng-
ingatkan orang ramal penggu-
naan topeng muka amat penting
dan tujuan utamanya adalah
menghalang virus daripada
memasuki fubuh melalui mulut
atan hidung.

“Kita kena sentiasa berwaspa-
da kerana virus tidak boleh dili-
hat dengan mata kasar, Wajib pa-
kai topeng muka bagi mengelak
kita menyentuh mulut atau hi-
dung,” katanya tidak bersetuju
dengan pendapat bahawa hanya
individu sakit atau mempuny-
ai pejala perlu memakal topeng

muka.
“Dalam keadaan kini, semua
orang perlu memakai topeng

Jkan topeng muka jenis dua atau
satu lapisan, saya menyarankan
supaya memakainya sebanyak

muka apabila berada di tempat
‘awam lierana kita tidak tahu
~ giapa yang dijangkiti virus ber-
kenaan,” katanya.
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‘Usah diskriminasi,

Putrajaya: [Ketua Pengarah
Eesihatan, Datuk Noor Hisham
Abdullah menasihatlkan rakyat
agar tidal mendiskriminasi dan
menyalahkan jemaah tabligh,
sebaliknya membantu menge-
san merelta seria kontak dalam
usaha membendung penularan
COVID-19. -

Bercakap pada sidang media
semalam, beliau berkata, Ke-
menterian Kesihatan Malaysia
(KKM) bersedia dan sudah me:
maldumkan kepada Jahatan Ke-
sihatan negeri untuk menerima
jemaah tabligh yang tidak ber-
gejala menjalani ujian saringan
di klinik dan hospital kerajaan
t

erdekat.
“Setalcat ini, KKM telah men-
jalankan 13,000 saringan ke atas
jemaah tabligh dan sebanyak

B,000 kes didapati bergejala, 986 -

paositif COVID-19. Kita harap je-
maah tabligh tampil membuat
ujian saringan kerana daripada
1,624 kes positif COVID-19, risi-

ko adalah lebih tinggi dari kala-
ngan mereka,” katanya.

Di Knala Terengganu, Ketua
Polis negeri, Datuk Roslea Chik,
berkata pihaknya sudah selesai
mengesan 380 individu dari ne-
geri itu yang menyertal ijtimak
tabligh di Masjid Seri Petaling
dan daripada jumlah itu, em-
pat disahkan positif COVID-19,
selebihnya negatif dan diarah
kuarantin di rumah masing-
masing.

“Empat individu positif itu
kini dirawat di Hospital Sulta-
nah Nur Zahirah (HSNZ), di
sini,” katanya.

Di Georgetown, Ketua Polis
Pulau Pinang, Datuk Sahabudin
Abdul Manan, berkata pihaknya
sedang mengesan lebih 100 in-
dividudari negeri itu yang diper-
cayal menghadiri perhimpunan
tabligh di Masjid Seri Petaling
dan belum menjalani ujian sa-
ringan COVID-18.

“Polis akan bantu Jabatan

salahkan jemaah tabligh’

Kesihatan mengesan mereka.
Sebelum ini, kebanyakan me-
reka sudah buat ujian saringan
di klinik berhampiran, namun
diminta. pulang dan knarantin
sendiri di rumah kerana tiada
simptom COVID-19 dan tiada
sampel diambil.

“Berikutan itu, kami akan
membantu pihak berkuasa Kesi-
hatan mencari semua individu
berkenaan yang belum melalku-
kan pemeriksaan dengan telifi,
supaya datang semula untuk
diambil sampel,” kkatanya.

Di Kota Bharu, Timbalan
Ketua Polis Kelantan, Senior
Asisten Komisioner Abdullah
Mchammad Piah, berkata pi-
haknya mengesan kira-kira 60
jemaah tabligh dari negeri itu
yang menghadiri perhimpunan
di Masjid Seri Petaling.

“Polis tidak akan tanglkap
dan tahan mereka dalam lokap,
kita hanya ingin mereka hadir
le hospital untuk jalani ujian sa-

ringan,” katanya.

Di Eota Kinabalu, Ketoa
Menteri, Datuk Seri Mohd Shafie
Apdal pada sidang media selepas
Mesyuarat Majlis Keselamatan
Negara (MEN) Sabah, berkata
sembilan individu dijangka pu-
lang ke Sabah dalam masa ter-
dekat dari Gowa, Sulawesi Sela-
tan, iaitu lokasi Ijtimak Tabligh
Diunia Zon Asia pada 18 hingga
16 Mac lalu,

“Semalam (kelmarin), sera-
mai 17 individu termasuk lima
jemaah tabligh sudah tiba di
Tawau menggunakan pengang-
kutan air dan kini dikuarantin
di pusat kuarantin daerah ber-
lkenaan.

“Mereka mungkin dikuaran-
tin lebih dua minggu supaya
dapat dipastikan benar-benar
bebas jangkitan. g

“Kita minta Jabatan Imigre-
sen perketatkan pengurusan su-
paya tiada yang masuk Ke negeri
iniguna jalan tikus.

“Jika itu berlaku, mereka
pasti pulang ke kampung tanpa
kuarantin, memb lee-
luarga serta orang sekeliling,”
katanya memaklumkan, seba-
hagian besar jemaah itu berasal
dari Beaufort, Kuala Penyu dan
Tawats

Di Kuching, Pesuruhjaya Po-
lis Sarawals, Datuk Aidi Ismail,
memaklumkan seramai 477 je-
maah tabligh dari negeri itu di-
sahkan menyertal program di
Masiid Seri Petaling dan pihak-
nya masih mengesan 30 daripa-
da mereka yang belum tampil
membuat saringan kesihatan.

“Seramai 427 jermaah tabligh
‘sudah menjalani proses kuaran-
tin dengan 26 daripada mereka
disahkan positif COVID-19, 287
lagi negaiif, manakala 104 ma-
sih menunggu keputusan ujian
makmal” katanya sambil me-
minta baki 30 jemaah tabligh itu
tampil bekerjasama menjalani
ujian saringan kesihatan.
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Penularan COVID-19

Virus disebar melalui titisan cecair

Penjarakan sosial
penting elak
terkena

percikan air liur

Oleh Muhammad Yusti Muzamir
yusri.muzamir@bh.com.my

Ruala Lumpur: Penjarakan so-
sial penting kerana virus CO-
VID-19 disebarian melalui titisan
cecair atan droplet yang terhasil
daripada percikan air liur ketika
bereakap atau batuk dan bukan-
nya secara bawaan udara atan alr
borne.

Pakar Perubatan Keluarga, Kli
nik Kesihatan Jinjang, Kepong, Dr
Siti Khamsiah Abd Shultor, bet-
kata aiir droplet bersifat agale berat
dan tidalk akan berterbangan bagi
jarak lebih satu meter.

: Sehubungan itu, katanya, orang

ripada risilo dijangkiti virus itu.

“Kalau anda terlalu dekat de-
ngan pesakit COVID-19, Ithusus-
nya ketika mereka bercakap atau
batuk dan droplet itu terkena pada

mata atau mulut, it berisilko di-
Jangliti.

“Airborne lebih kepada petugas
kesihatan kerana mereka periu
melakukan proses Infubasi de-
ngan prosedur untuk menyela-
matkan pernafasan pesakit. Itu
mimpldn ilkan keadaan
airbarne,” katanya di Facebook
Kementerian Eesihatan Malaysia

semalam.

Ditanya sama ada disinfektan
berasaskan garam boleh membu-

nuh virus COVID-18, belian me-

yang membulitikan perkara ber-
ltenaan.

“Hanya penggunaan disinfel-
tan berasaskan allohol dengan ke-
pekatan 70 peratis yang terbuldti
secara klinikal dapat membunuh
vlrns selain sabun.

perke
lian berkata temujanji warga
emas menjalani rawatan susulan
penyakit kronilt tetapi dalam ke-
adaan stabil dan bayi untuk sun-
tilan valesin, boleh dipinda bagi
mengurangkan risiko jangkitan

Orang ramai perly
risiko dijangkiti COVID-19.
COVID-19 terhadap dua kelompok
unur it

Katanya, ahli kelnarga perlu
menghubungi petugas lresihatan
di hospital atau klinil kesihatan
ferbabit untuk memaklumkan

perkara itu

“Tiada hala.ngan ibu mengan-
dung menghadiri pemeriltsaan
berjadual di hnspﬂxl atan klinik
kesihatan. Untuk urusan pengam-

Teknik rapid test kit tak
disaran untuk dlagnosm

Putrajaya:  Penggunasn
telnik rapid test kit (RTE)
tidak disarankan untuk tu-
juan ﬁl&EﬁOSlS COVID- 19,
Iata Ketua Pengarah Ke-

sthatan, Datulc Dr Moor
Hisham Abduliah,

Sehaliknya, katanya, ke

puiusan ujian yang tepat
melalui teknilc RealTime
Reverse Transcription-Poly-
mergse  Chain  Reaction
{fRT-PCR), yang dijalankan

eelenilt

id test kit bertujuan mengesan

Kementerian Kesihatan Ma-  Ujian melalui L

laysia (KIOM) adalah amat  antibodi yang terhasil di dalam badan (Foto hiasan)
penting dalam pengurusan ;

pesakit COVID-13 berkesan, kan alan mengesan keha- malesud individu it di-
berikutan ia mampu meng-  diran virus COVID-19dida-  jangkiti virug COVID-19.
esan virus yang masih ber-  lam badan pesakit. “Ujian RTK yang meng-

ada dalam badan pesakit.

Beliau berkata, ujian me-
lalui telenik rapid test It
(RTE) yang kini ada di pa-
saran pula  bertujuan
mengesan antibodi yang
terhasil di dalam badan
akibat janglkitan dialami.

Belian berkata, antibodi
rmumicul di dalam badan an-
tara lima hingga lapan hari
selepas jangkitan,

Katanya, teltnik rRT-PCR
digunakan untuk ujian
makmal dijalanian di mak-
mal fasiliti kesihatan le-
rajaan bagi mengesan jang-
kitan COVID-18.

“Ujian rRT-PCR dijalan-

“Justeru, ujian rRT-PCR
COVID-18 yang positif ber-
Ujiﬂn FRT-
F& PCR
dljalr.mkan akan
mengesan
kehadiran virus
COVID-19 yang
terdapat di dalam
badan pesakit.

Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah,
Ketua Pengarah Resihatan

"

sini, 5

Justeru, Dr Noor Hisham
berkata, KKM menggesa
orang ramai tidak menja-
lani ujian RTK dengan se-
wenang-wenangnya tanpa
mendapet khidmat na.silw.t

resahan terhadap keputu-
san ujian yang diperoleh.

| — L
tpeu_[mﬂm sosial supaya rerhmdurdnnpnda

(Foto Hassan Omar/BH)

bilan ubat ahli keluarga warga
emas boleh meminta petugas ke-
gihatan di hospital atau ldinik
kesihatan supaya ia dilakulan se-
cara pandu laln atan pengepo-
Samn.

Tatapi. mereka perlu segera di-
bawa ke huspl:al, ﬂka mensala.mi
masalah kes

“alut,” lmbmya merlerus:i smmn

mmmwwmw

penggunaan
disinfekian
berasaskan alkohol
dengan kepekatan
70 peratis yang
terbuliti secara
Ilinikal dapat
membunuh virus,
selain sabun,

Dr Siti Khamsiah

Abd Shukor, ,
Pakar Perubatan Keluarga,
Klinik Kesihatan Jinjang,
Kepong
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Putrajaya

ebanyak 14 kes tahanan
reman didaftarkan di
mahkamah bagi kesa-
lahan berkaitan Perintah
Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP)

yang bermula 18 Mac lalu £

termasulk mengingkari PEKP
dan pechimpunan.

Mengikut statistk pen- |

daftaran kes di mahlkamah,

barmula 10 Macsehingga se- ™=

malam, 14 kes dicatatkan
masing-masing satu di Ne-
geri Sembilan, Johor dan Se-
langor, dua kes di Wilayah
Perselutuan  serta ma-
sing-masing tiga kes di Pu-
lau Pinang, Perak dan Ke-
dah.

Sebanyak 10 kes tahanan
seman mengilut Seksyen
186 Kanun Keseksaan iaitu
menghalang tugas polis, di-
daftar di mahkamah di ma-

: HARIAN METRO

: LOKAL

FOLIS
%11

nia tiga kes sudah dituduh |* KENAIET

jaitu masing-masing satu
kes di ohor, Perak dan Wi-
layah Perselrutuan.
Menurut kenyataan media
yang dikeluarkan Unit Ko-
munikasi Korporat, Pejabat
Ketua Pendaftar Mahkamah

Perselutuan (PKPMP), dari-

padz 10 kes itu, dua orang
sudah mengalu  bersalah

* masing-masing di Mahka-

mah Majistret Jehor Bahru,
Johor dan Mahkamah Ma-
jistrat Sungai Siput, Perak.
Kedua-dua tertuduh ma-
sing-masing i
RMs,000 dtau masing-ma-

sing 12 dan 10 bulan penjara

jika gagal membayar denda.
Sementara ifu, Mahlka-

‘L.:

UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT

LANGGAR PKP

Ambil keterangan lima suspek sebar berita palsu

Putrajya Kementerizn Homunikasi dan  Multimedia Malaysia) SKMM dan FDRM  awam. hukuman penjara sehingga dua.
Wlimedia dengan kerjasama Polls 2kan terus berganding bahu melalul t2hun atay denda atau kedua-duanya
Dirzja Malaysia (PDRM] mengambll jawatankuasa jenayah Siber untuk selall, bolzh dikenalan mengikut
taicamizan percakapan lima suspek atas.  menanganl penyebaran berita paisu Seksyen 505{5) Hanun #eseksaan
tudihan menyebarkan benita palsu serara perterusan erutamanya Tindakan dizrmbil kepada sesiapa

mangenal Caovid-19.

mengenai Covid-12 yang bolsh

Pienterinya Datuk Saifuddin Abduliah
berkata, ia tambahan kepada enam
indridu yang didakwa sebsitm il
“Sanwa sugpek disiasat mengikut
‘Ssksyen 233 Akta Komunfkasi dzn

yiLtimedia (AKM) 1998,

“Surchanjava Komunikasi dan

yang menyebarkan kandungan bersifat

mengelirukan serta manimbulkan jucah, palsu dan mengancan orang lan.

suasana tidak tenteram dalam kalangan Saifuddin betkata, kesalahan fa bokh

rakyat Malaysia,” katanya menerusi didench tidak refebinl RMS0,000 atau

laman Twitter rasminya semalam dipenjarakan selama tempan fidak
Sehelum i, Safucdinberiats, sesiapa  melebin sat tanup atau kedua-duanya

yang menyehabkan Ketakutan awam sekl, di bawah Seksyen 233 Akta.

atau kenada mana-mana golongan Komnunikasi dan Muitimadia 1998,

25 MAC 2020

mah Majistret Knala Lum-
pur menjatubkan huluman
penjara dua bulan terhadap
seorang tertuduh yang me-
ngaku bersalah atas kesa-
lahan mengilut Seksyen 353
Kanun Keseksaan iaitu ke-
salahan menggunakan keke-
rasan jenayah bagi mena-
kutkan penjawat awam
menjalankan tugas.

Salain itu, empat lagi kes
reman adalah bagi mem-
baritu siasatan mengikat
beberapa seksyen iaitu - sa-
ti kes remarn bagi kesalahan
mengikut Seksyen 500 Ka-
nun Keseksaan (kesalahan
fitnah jenayah) atau Seks-

n 333 Akt Komunikasi
dan Multimedia 1998 bagi
kesalzhan penggunaan ti-
dale wajar kemudahan rang-
kafan atau perkhidmatan
rangkaian.

Duz kes tahanen reman
baEwekﬁalahan mengikut
Seksyen 509 Kanun Kesek-
saan (mengeluarkan perka-
taan atau isyarat mengaib-
kan kehormatan seseorang
atau Seksyen 233 Akta Ko-
munikasi dan Multimedia
1908 dan satu kes reman ba-
gi lesalahan di bawah Pe-
raturan 3 Peraturan-Peratu-
ran Pencegahan dan Peng-
awalan Penyakit Berjangiit
(Langksh-Langkah Di Dalam
Kawagan Tempat Berjang-
ldt) 2020 iaite mengingkari
perintsh kawalan pergera-
kan dan perhimpunan.

Sebanyak 10 kes
tahanan kerana

menghalang
tugas polis

PM terima sumbangan
lima syarikat korpora

pardi
hud

Syesl

1 hit) Land Bex-
unituile digunakan

&
1Adi R

* muka  pe

Kedutaan China sera

Shah Alan: "Saya mewaldli
China dan CCC-ECRL ber-
besar hati menyumbang se-
banyak 3,000 penutup hi-
dung dan mulut jenis Ngs,
2,000 penutup hidung dan
mulut KNgo, 20,000 topeng
mbedshan  dan
1,200 kacamata perubatan
manakala sejumnlah 2,000
Ieit vjian dalam proses peng-

hantaran dalam masa ter-

delat ujar Duta Besar Chi-
na ke Malaysia, Bai Tian.
Menurutnya, — Kedutaan
Besar China di Malaysia,
China  Communications

Construction Projek Landa-

san Kereta Api Pantai Timur
(ECRL)Sdn Bhd (CCC-ECRL)
menyedari  kesulitan  di-
alami dan menyumbangkan
28,200 pelbagai bekalan pe-
rubatan kepada Kementeri-
an Kesihatan Malaysia
(KKM).

Beliau berkata, sumba-
ngan itu bagi membaniu
Malaysia dalam uszha me-
merangi dan sebagai per-

EIREED 3 i
lindungan kepada barisa
hadapan yang sangat ter-
dedah kepada wabak Co-
vid-19.

“Kit pengesan RT-PCR ini
diban, dan dihasilkan
oleh S en's BGI Geno-
mics dan diguna pakal se-
carameluas oleh barisan ha-
dapan negara China dalam
memerangi situasi epide-
mik baru-baru ini.

“Sumbangan belalan pe-

“rubatan ini lebih kepada ba-

risan hadapan terutamanya
kakitangan perubatan yang
sangat memerlulan kerana
mereka berhadapan dengan
pesakit sepanjang masa,”
katanya selepas menyerah-
lan sumbangan ke, Se-
tiausaha Kementerian Kesi-
hatan Malaysia, Datuk Seri
Dr Chen Chaw Min mewakili
KEM di Pharmaniaga Ber-
had di sini, semalam.

h bantuan ubat

Turut hadir, Pengarah
Urusan CCC-ECRL Bai Yin-
zhan dan Pengarah Urusan
Pharmaniaga, Datuk Farshi-
la Emran.

Tian berkata, pasukan ba-
risan hadapan yang berju-
ang adalah tulang belakang
kepada negara dalam usaha -
mengekang penularan wa-
bal¢ itu, jaci mereka perlu
sentiasa dilindungi dan di-
beri sokongan.
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stay safe...our.
country depends
onyou.”

DATUK DR NOOR HISHAM ABDULLAH
Health 06, a5 the nation enters the secand week of MCO.
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” NEWS / Story of the day

Adib Pavera, Veena Babulal, Dawn Chan, Audrey

ana Maz Harun,
gam, Esther Landau, Teoh Pei Ying,
Rahmat Khairulr ijﬂL Azdee Amir,

Kalbana F‘u in

Khairah N. K
T.N. Atagesh, AvilatGeraldine, Zahratulhayat Mat Arif and
Mohamed Eashir

Nop Ain Mohamed Radhi,

SRi PETALING MOSOUE GATHERING

‘DON'T BLAME

TABLIGH EVENT ycuenre

ERI‘

PARTICIPANTS’

What is crucial
right now is

to help them,
says Health D-G

PUTRAJAYA = S anCus TSty

EALTH dirsctor-gen-
eral Datuk Dr Noor
Hizsham Abdullah has
called on Malaysians

to stop blaming the tabligh gath-
ering pa.rticipa.m‘.s following the
outbreak of Covid-19 infections

.inthe country,

Dr Noor Hisham, at a prass eon-
ference on the daily Covid-19 up-
date, said what was needed right
now was to trace the tabligh gath-
ering participants, their familles
and conracts and treat those in-
fected with Covid-19 symptoms.

“Please do not put the blame on
the tabligh gathering partici-
panis, neither should we discrim-
m%e nor stigmatise them,” he
said,

"What is erucial now is for usto
helpthem.”

On Monday, Dr Noor Hisham
reportedly sald the Health Min-

istry would work with the police
to track down all attendees of the
gathering, which was held from
Feb 27 to March 1at Masjid Jamek
Sri Peraling in Kuala Lumpur.

Of the total number of positive
cases in Malaysia, he said, 60 par
cent were from the tabligh gath-
ering cluster.

Participants in the gathering,
with and without symptoms,
should visit district healtheare
centres starting today to be
screened for the coronavirus as
the ministry had decided to test
allofthem.

On the latest number of new
Covid-19 cages, Dr Noor Hisham
said Malaysia had recorded 106
new cases, bringing the tally to
1,624,

Of these new cases, Dr Noor
Hisham said 43 were from the
tabligh gathering cluster, where-
as the other 63 cases were related
to other clusters and still being
investigated. A

“We recorded one fatality today
involving a7i-year-old man (Case
1519), believed to have had close
contact with Case 703, a tabligh

_gathering participant.

“The victim had a history of
chronic illness and started treat-

“ment at Sultanah Fatimah Spe-

clalist Hospital in Muar on March
18. He was pronounced dead at
5.35am today (yesterday).”

Dr Noor Hisham said 24 people
had been cured and discharged,
bringing the total number of
cured cases to 183,

“"So far, 64 Covid-19 patientsare

being treated at Intensive Care
Units, with 27 of them needing
ventilators to aid breathing.”
Selangor still has the highesr
aumber of Covid-19 cases ar 381,
followed by Kuala Lumpur (257),
Sabah (170}, Johor (162), Negri
Sembilan (10%), Perak (98),
Sarawalk (83), Kelantan (78),

We have to win this, says '[.'}r'Adham

KUALA LUMPUR: Health Minis-

ter Datuk Seri Dr Adhanm Baba

yesterday gave words of encour-
agement to Malaysians to con-
tinue ablding by the Movement
Control Order (MCO).
Ina53-second video upload-
ed on his Facebook page, Dt
Adham calied on people to stay
at home, keep up with the so-
cial dlstancing measuras mcl
practise good hyplene,

“Malaysians are now glving

their cooperation and comply-
ing with the MCO rules,” he
sald.

“This is a joint effort. We have
to do this together. Stay ar
‘home, distance ourselves and
maintain good hygiene. We
ave got to win this (in fighting
Covid-19)."

The MCO was in its seventh
day yesterday.

1t was reported that the rate of
compliance among the public

hiad increased to 95 per cent
from 92 per cent previously,
with help from the police,

‘armed forces, People’s Volun-

teer Corps and local authori-
ties.

. Defence Minister Datuk Serl
Ismail Sabri Yaakob said
towns and cities were now
less congested as roads were
getting more deserted as the
compliance rate improved.
Bernama
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Penang (68), Kedah (64), Pahang
(56), Terengganu (38), Melaka
(31), Putrajaya (15}, Perlis (nine)
and Labuan (five),

Dr Noor Hisham also cau-
tioned that the rapid test kit
(RTK) being sold in the market
could not help in early detection
of Covid-19 infection since an-
tibodies would onlyappearinthe
body after five to eight days fol-
lowing infection.

“Hence, the RTK, which is cur-
rently available in the market to
detect antibodies produced due
to infection, cannot detect virus
or confirm infection quickly.”

He urged the public not to use
the RTE without consulting med-
ical practitioners as it might
cause misunderstanding and
worries over the outcome of the
1est. .

Itwas reported that acompan’
was set to bring Cowvid-i9 tesr
kits for the Malaysian marlert,
pending approval from the gov-
ernment.

The test kit enables the detec-
tion of the Covid-19 virus through
the use of blood samples ob-
tained from finger-pricking,
specifically by detecting the pres-
ence of antibodies.

Dr Moor Hisham urged those
experiencing breathing difficul-

Henith: director-general Datuk Dr Noor Hisham Abdullah at a press
conference on the Covid-19 datly update in Putrajaya yesterday.

‘Cambridge International scraps May, June exams

ties to seel treatment at hospi- |
| KUALA LUMPUR: Cambridge In-
He said most patients sought

tals.
treatment when they were al-

Covid-19 iliness.

gensupplement.
won't be able to breathe well and

stages.

On the Movement Control Or- |
der's (MCQ) implementation, Dr :
Noor Hisham said [t would be oo
e its effectiveness in :

. safety and wellbeing of our stu-

He said the MCO period would !

provide an opportunity to break |

early to gaj
the first wi

the infecrion chain,

use the ‘carrot’ (approach) first.

us to use the ‘stick’.”

Husin Long, 75, veteran UK

75 from Covid-19 at the Royal Free

. Hosplial here on Sunday, was
- buried at the Gardens of Peace
. Muslim Cemetery yesterday.

Following the announcement

by British Prime Minister Boris
' Johnson for a nationwide lock-
- down on Monday, people were
_ nor allowed to leave their homes
- except for certain clrcumstances,
- including funerals.

It was understood that Husin’s

funeral would be limited to 10
- people.

Husin’s son, Mohammad Ali,

28, told the New Straits Times
. thar his father tested positive just
i before he died.

“When he was admitted two

days ago for breathing difficul-
- fies, they were not tog sure why

because he had several health is-
sues. His lungs had collapsed.

. They suspected it (to be Cowid-19
i related), but they were not sure
: then.”

Husin is survived by his wife,

. Zauyah Embi, 66, four children
and several grandchildren.

Zau said she was the one

who felt ill a few days earlier,
\ | However, she recovered aftertak-
¢ Ing painkiilers.

ternational has decided not to

i proceed with examinations for
ready at the third stage of the |

the May/June 2020 series in coun-

i tries outside the United Kingdom

“There are five stages. Stage !
Three is where the patients have .
some form of pnenmonia, but do :
not need oxygen supplement. At
Stage Four, they will require oxy- |
. and Cambridge Pre-U.
"At Stage Five, the patients :

due to the Covid-19 outbreak.
The papers are Cambridge
IGCSE, Cambridge O Level, Cam-
bridge International AS and A
Level, Cambridge AICE Diploma

“In recent days, many more

¢ countries have decided to extend
we need to intubate and put them *
on ventllators,” he sald, adding :
that nine people from the tabligh :
gathering cluster came at later :

scheol closures inte May and
June, making It impossible for
many of our schools o held ex-
aminations.

“We have consulted our glabal
community of schools, which
need as much certainty as pos-
sible at an uncertain time.

"Our priority Is to protect the

dents and teachers, ensure fair-
ness for all our students and sup-

. port them in continuing with

On whether stricter enforce- :
ment was needed to ensure ad- !
herence to the MCO, Dr Naor :
Hisham said: “We are trying to -

their education.

“Today, therefore, we have tak-
en the difficult decision not to
run our international examina-

© tions in the May/June 2020 series

“I have been using the carrot :
(approach) for the last couple of -
‘weeks, but perhaps it is a time for :

in any country,” Cambridge In-
ternational said.
It said it would work with

i schools to assess students’

‘migrant, succumbs to virus

| LONDON: One of the oldest Malay
- migrants in the United Kingdom,
‘ HusinLong, whodied at the ageaf

“A few days later, Husin be-
came ill. So [ told him to drink
lots of water. Not long after that,
he became pale and had difficul-
Lty breathing.

“I asked Ali to call an ambu-
lance and he was taken to the
hospital. | wanted o visit him the
next day, but was told not to be-
cause of risk of infection,” said
Zauyah, better known as Joyah to
the Malay community here,

Husin was an active member of
the Malay community club here,
the Kelab Melayu London, of
which he was one of the earlier
members. As a member, he had
artended funerals of his friends
from the club.

Due to the social restrictions
following the lockdown, only a
few people were allowed to see
Husin laid to rest.

His family had expressed great
relief that he was allowed to be
buried in a timely manner ac-
cording to Muslim rites.

Husin, who is from Melaka, had
worked at the British Naval Base in
Singapore before migrating here.
Asg the British left Singapore, work-
ers were given a choice to come (o
the UK and be naturalised.

Husin, logether with seven oth-
er friends, came to London in

L S

7 o i 4

Husin Long migrated to London
in 1970.
Ford Motor factory in Dagenham,
before joining The Dorchester
hotel as a boiler man. He retired
in 2005.

Husin had also worked as a mi-
nicabdriver here.

Together with Zauyah, who al-
s0 worked at The Dorchester ho-
tel as a chef, the couple were ac-
tive members of Kelab Melayu
Londen, which was set up in the
early 1960s for seafarers, stu-
dents and tavellers,

According to the Kelab Melayu
London Facebook page, Husin
had been in poor health for the *
past 10 years, with pre-existing
medical issues, such as diabetes
and high blood pressure. By
Zaharah Othiman

1970, He landed his first job at

achievements using the best
available "evidence”.

. “students will recelve a grade
and a certificate from Cambridge
International given the knowl-
edge and skills they have acquired
in their programmes of study.

“This will ensure students do
not face adisadvantage asaresult
of these extraordinary circum-
stances. We will guide schools on
how students will receive those
grades.”

Cambridge International said it
was engaging universities and
the instituitions were factoring in
the unprecedented circum-
stances into admission decisions
to allow students to resume their
education as soon as possible.

“$We are aware of the impact the
situarion may have on students’
motivation and learning. Many
schools are working hard to de-
liver teaching online to support
theirstudents’ learning.

“We will continue to offer a
wide range of support and re-
sources for schools, teachars and
students on our dedicated pages
on cur website at www.cam-
bridgeinternational.org™

An update was expected to be
provided for schools on Thursday
(the UK) or Friday (Malaysia), to-

gether with regular follow-ups.

“We know that schools will
need clear guidance very soom,
and we are working around the
clock on how to deliver vatuable
outcomies to students in many
countries where we work."

Last week, England and Wales'
summer GCSE and A Level exams
scheduled in May and June were
cancelled. Scotland followed
suit.

This followed the UK’s decision
to close schools as announced by
Prime Minister Boris Johnson.

Taylor’s College campus direc-
tor Josephine Tansaid as the can-
cellation would have an extensive
impact on students, the team was
expecting a detailed guideline
from Cambridge Intzrnational,

“A prelimiriary announcement
has been made to our students
and we will continue to update
them accordingly.”

Dr Elizabeth Lee, chief execu-
tive officer of Sunway Education
Group and Sunway College, said
it would wait for detailed up-
dates,

“We understand the concerns
of students and parents and our
staff are working with Cambridge
International and will provide an
update indue course.”
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FIRST LINE OF DEFENCE

‘FAILURE NOT
AN OPTION FOR
FRONTLINERS

Health D-G tells
hospital staff,
medical officers

to remain steadfast
in their mission to
defeat Covid-19

KUALA BUMPUR

HEY are regarded as the
naton’s first line of de-
fence in the battle

against Covid-19, which
is gripping the world in unprece-
~dented horror.

For the medical workers and
hospital staff tasked with what
seems to be the biggest challenge
in their profession, failure is not
anoption.

In an interview with the New
Straits Times, Health director-
general Datulke Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah reminded hospital staff
and medical officers to be stead-
fast in their mission to defeat the
vitus.

“To all the frontline workers,
please stay strong and safe. Fail-
ure is not an option here. Tt Is up
10 usto take the lead in this battle

.. OUr country depends on you,”
hesaid.

Dr Noor Hisham share:cl this
heartfelt message as Malaysia en-
tered the second week of the
Movement Control Order (MCO).

Since the first two deaths were
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reported on March 17, more peo-
ple had succumbed to the virus

with the death toll reaching 15.

yesterday.

As the Covid-19 infaction curve
continues to rise, Dr Noor
Hisham urged the people to do
their part to break the chain of
transmission.

“To the public, the government
has implemented an unprece-
dented MCO. Each and every one
of us can help to win this war —
stay at home and break the chain
of transmission, practise social
distancing and wash hands fre-
quently”

The ministry, he said, would
continue with active case detec-
tion, as well as finding, testing,
isolating and treating infected
patients.

*“We will continue to take public
health measures and enbance
our healthcare system. Let's do
this together for our nation.”

He shared the hashtags
#DudukDiFumah and #StayArH-
ome, which are trending on social
media.

Frontliners, through Rayuan
Pengamal Perubatan, a Facebook
group that advocates the impor-
tance of staying at home to fight
Covid-19, urged Malaysians to do
their part in the battle against
Covid-19.

Somerelated how they have left
their familes and dependents
behind to do their job, while oth-
ers described being lied to by pa-
tients who have had close contact
with Covid-19-positlve patients.

e
‘aers at Kuala Lumpur Hospita! appeafmg to che people to
< to curb the spread of Covid-19. PICBY FATHIL ASRI

Medical siaff in pemmal protective aquipmen: imaking their rounds at Kuala LumpurHaspIml

yesterday. PIC BY FATHIL ASRI

Dr Harjun Singh, & medical of-
ficer with Kuala Lumpur Hospi-
al's Radiotherapy Department,
sald he was stationed at the
Emergency and Trauma Depart-
ment during the second wave of
the Covid-19 infection.

“I was selected by the depart-
ment because [ was not married,
had no (underlying) health issues
and no family burden. I couldn’t
argue much and be selfish, and
refuse this calling.

“Tt reminded me of the movie,
Mulan, in which the emperor of
China asked each family to send
one representative w defend the
kingdom. Mulan answered the
call to defend her family and

0.

“Our brothers and sisters are
dying out there, we need all the
help we can get, put your feet
forward, keep your chin up, suit
up in your personal protective
equipment (PPE) and give them
all you got.”

Dr Then Moli, a medical officer
at a public hospital, sald patients
who did not disclose their travel
history exposed many of her col-
leaguesto the virus.

“By telling us the truth, you can
minimise the risk of exposure w
healthears providers, their fam-
ilies and everyone around you.
Any healtheare provider who at-
tends to you without PPE needs
to be tested for Covid-19 and
quarantined for 14 days.

“Remember, we have families
too. 1 am also someone’s daugh-
ter, wife, sister, family member
and friend.

“It has been weeks since [ \ri,s-
ited my parents and siblings in
fear of exposure at work and risk-
ingtheir lives.”

Dr Nur Farihan Mukhtar, an ob-
stetrics and gynascology special-
ist from Kangar, said she left het
home and five children, the
youngest barely 3 months old, 0
carry out her duty.

“This is our responsibility. We

A nurse checking the zempamture ofa vi.s!wr arPutm..'qW Hospital,
PIC BY MOHD FADLI HAMTAH

A team of medical siaff examining @ patient under investigation at
Putrajaya Hospital. PIC BY MOHD FADLI HAMZAH

pray that things will get bstter
and we can fight this together.

“Weneed you to help us by stay-
ing home, telling the truth about
your travel history, washing your
hands and practising social dis-
tancing,

“Also do not spread false news
and create panic.”

Dr Richard Lim, the head of
palliative medicine at the Health
Minisiry, recalled having an ex-

hausting day.

“I had an exhausting day ves-
terday caring for a patient, who
just returned from Chinge.

“Believe me, caring for a pa-
tient can be so challenging under
the circumstances, with PPE and
ail.

“As the number of patients ts-
es, yoit can only imagine how ex-
hausted the healthcare workforce
willbe.”
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They get

PETALING JAYA: Raja Permaisuri
Agong Tunku Hajah Azizah Aminah
Mairmunah Iskandariah has condrn-
ed tolook after fronfiners batting
the Covid-18 pandemic by cooldng
for them.

*Today's dishes that T would be
send 1o the Sungai Buloh
Hospitalandthe Crisis Preparedness
and Response Centre {CPRC) are
ayam gulai termpoyalk, fried cabbage
and salted egg” Tunku Azizah said
on her Instagram account yester-

day.
Tunlcr Azizah added thatshe also

cooksd sambal fkan bilis and beaf
and potato stir fried dish for her
cl'ﬂi}ldren. .
pr Insiagram post was accom-
panied with piciures of the dishes
that she cooled for her children as
well as the medical personnel work-
ing at Sungai Buloh Hospital and
the CPRC at the Health Ministry in
Putrajaya. :
am comments on Tunla
Azizal's account also praised her
for her caring nature especially
during a national crisis that Is grip-
ping the couniry.

¢ Alhamdulilah, we are blessed (0
have a caring queen,” said fedot.

Last Sunday, Tunln Azizah also
weated medical persomnel at the
Sungai Buloh Hospital and the CPRC
to her cooking.

Tunku Azizah, who is 2 cooking
enthugiast, cooked white rice, curry
chickean, fried vegetabies, and ome-
lette for those at the Sungai Buloh

Hﬁi\‘al.

e based at the CPRC got to
enjoy Tunku Azizal's “cheminal-
sayang fried rice” with sambal
fumis bills and a rauffin,

e E
. o -

to enjoy Queen's cooking again

Nation 3
t"u?;.l'—‘u-l—-
BB
_)-H:i‘-‘ i
‘:‘:‘-&:m;:wlwhﬂ Royal treat:
One of the
@ dishas
cooked by
i pmemenenz L TURKY Azizah
i for those
hattling the
Cowid-19
Qaw pandemic in
il the country.

Star Foundation to he froiners

Readers urged to join hands to support medical staff

PETALING JAYA: The Star
Poundation and Star Media Group
Bhd are urging readers (o join
hands to support our medical front-
liners in these g times. We
are pledging RM1mil towards “Star
Front Liners Initiative” .to raise
funds for the purchase of medical
:Ealgnes for hospitals and medical
who work round-the-clock 10
keep us safe,
‘“}falaysians have always been at
the heart of what we do at Star
Foundation, and providing finan-

Kuala Lymplr
police chief
Comm Datuk

. Seri Mazlan
L azim pointing
at a drone while
visiting areas
near Pasar
Borong Kuala
Lumpur.

cial aid for medical
of the ways we re
need.

“\¥ith the help of our readers, we
have sponsored many medical sur-
geries in the last five years.

“Naw, we want to do mare. These
are frying times but we can come
out stronger if we stand together,”
said Star Media Group and Star
Foundation chairman Datuk Fu Ah
Kiow.

ses is one
out to those in

This, together with the funds
raised, will be used to purchase

-

Drones to be used

to monitor 12 hot spots

medical supplies that will be donat-
ed to the Health Minisiry.
Star Media Group CEQ Andreas

* Vogiatzalds said this is a way we can,
extend a helping hand to our front-

liners from the safety of our homes.

“Our medical staff are batiling
Covid-19 at the front lines, As
Malaysia's preferred English news
solrce, we wanf o support these
heroes in any way possible, with the
help of our readers. It is the least we
can do,

“Through this initiative, let them

know that they are not alone - the
epople are behind them,” said
izalkis.

Covid-19 has infected 1,624 per-
sons while claiming 16 - lives in
Malaysia.

Donations can be made to Star
Foundation-Medical Fund's Public
Banl account (31-9984-9230) wia
bank transfer, credit or dehit

cards.

For a tax exemption receipt o be
issued, donors need to fill in the
Medical Pund-Donation Form avail-

working round-the-clock

able on the website listed belaw.

Established in 2004, Star
Foundation is the charitable arm of
Star Media Group, and is aimed at
delivering meaningful inidatives
with lasting outcornes to a diverse
group of beneficiaries.

The Medical Fund programing
was started in 2015 to help indi-
viduals and families in dire need
of financial aid-and medical atten- -

tior.
For details, visit starfoundation.
com.imy.

KUALA TUMPUR: Drones will he deployed

to various locations, especially at 12 hot spots,

d.u.ri.ng_ the movement control order (MCO)
erio

P

The drones feature voice recordings in
Falay, Mandarin and Tamil to remind people
o comply with the MCO.

Armed Forces chief Jen Tan Sri Affendl
Buang, who anneunced this, said while the
drones could not cover the whole country,
they would focus on the 12 hot spot areas.

“We will also target lacations where people
are still stubborn. We hope the use of the
drones can enable a more efficient patrol and
monitoring of the people during the MCO," he
told reporters affer attending a demonstra-
{ion of the drone capabilities at the Brickfields
district police headquarters yesterday.

Among others who attended the event
were Inspector-General of Police Tan Sri
Abdul Hamid Bador and police and Armed
Forces officers, .

While not disclosing the exact number of
the drones, Jen Affendi said some were gov-
ernment assets while some were lent by the
1ocal industry.

“The drones are able to record live footage.
W will also be able to identify thase captured

 *If five military personnel are deployed,
only one is armed. Our enemy is not the peo-
ple but Covid-19.

in the footages.

“if and when needed, personnel will be
deployed to certain locations (after footages
are captured),” he said.

The drones_can operate berween 40 min-
utes and an hour.

“At a populated area, it would he
good enough if the drone can cover a radius
of 3-5km.

“The MCO miust reach its objective so that
we can prevent Covid-19 from spreading. The
hest thing is for everyone (o stay at home,”
said Jen Affendi.

On thase who gquestioned why military
personnel were armed while'on duty during
the MCO, he said not all personnel were
armed.

“] arn satisfied with the deployment of my
meninasslslingmeponcetoenmmﬂn
MCO,” he said.

EisE
Watch the video f
thestartv.com EF



KERATAN AKHBAR

AKHBAR : THE STAR
MUKA SURAT : 4
RUANGAN  :NATION

UNIT KOMUNIKASI KORPORAT

‘Frontliners doing superb job’

Experts laud medical workers for excellent performance

EUALA LUMPUR: Malay- B
sians, medical associations
and non-governfnental asso-
ciatons agrae frondiners are
doing an excellent job,

They also comumend Health

director-general Datuk Dr
Noor Hisham Ahdullah (pic)
for taking the lead in braving
the crisis.
The mast daring move Dr Noor
Hisham initiated was to advise the
government for a movernent con-
trol order (MCO), an order that has
never been imposed before, said
the Malaysian Medical Associaton
(MMA) ~ president Dr N
Ganabaskaran,

He said that based on Dr Noor
Hicham's assessment and advice,
certain difficult decisions had to be
made, such as travel restrictions
and also the ongoing MCO. ;

“These decisions have a direct
impact on the coun 2Conomy

. affecting people’s daily lives but
these are important decisions to be
made and at such a crucial fime.

“It talees good leadership to malee
these decisions,” he said.

Meanwhile, he said MMA started
offering psychological first aid ser-

. vices for healthcare workers to sup-
port them during this challenging
time beginning yesterday with 24

Spouses manage to hold the

IPOH: While medical frontliners
are fighting hard to combat Covid-
19, their other half is also working
equally hard behind the scenes.

Housewife Natasha Zainal, 31,
whose hushand is a doctor at a
health clinde, males sure that any-
thing he touches is sanitised.

“1 help him sanitise his car and
keys as our three-year-cld daughter
would sometimes grab tem.

“She also has & habit of rushing
o her father for a hug every time he
romes home," she said.

“Since the movement! control
order (MCO), the first thing he does
now is to clean up hefore hugging
her,” Natasha said, adding that she:

Is not taking any chances.

1 me Eunr and clean the
furniture near the door with disin-
fectant daily, It might sound para-
noid bt I think it is necessary.”

MNatasha sald she was alsn con-
cerned about the staff at her hus-
band's clinic, as most do not have
dme to coole

“If only I cowld get exira grocer-
ies, I would cook for them.

« “With two children with me, it's

. been hard 1o get more ingredients

and it has heen a week that Fve not

gone to get groceries,” che said, add-

ing that her hushand comes home
as late as 9pm these days.

Pharmacist Saidatul Solehah
Mohamad Nor, 33, said she would
wash her husband's clothes imme-
diately upon his retuin.

:

psychiatrists nationwide
providing counselling via
phone or web chat,

Engage founding chair-
person Thomas Fann said
Dr Noor Hisham staying
calm, professional and
clear in his briefings of the
situation helped alleviate
UNNecessary [2ars.

He also commended him for
allowing foraign workers to be test-
ed for free should they be suspected
of being infected.

Fann said being in close tontact
with a positive case, he had gone for
a Covid-19 test last week and the
whole process took almost five
hours due to the high number of
people turning up for testing.

“The protocols that the medical
tearn have to chserve were strict.

“After every test, all equipment
used was sanitised’and the outer
PPE gowns and gloves were dis-

“T admire their dedication and
kindness to all of us,” he said.

The NGO eng:ges the public on-

issues about democracy, human
rights and good governance.

Citizens’ Health Inidative mem-
ber Dr Chee Heng Leng said Dr
Noor Hisham performed in & credi-
Dble and competent way.

Saidatul Solehah said her hus-

band, a health inspector, was

ed to trace people whe had

clase contact with a Covid-19 posi-
tive person and to get them tested.

“We usually get to welcome each
other home, but things are different
now. The maorment he is home, he
has to take a bath and wash his
clothes right away.

“We are not in self- ntine,
but it's to ensure we are op-
erly cleaned before we sit together,”
she said.

"And when we are outside, we Ty
naot to rouch our faca as the virs ar
germe could be everywhere”

Although she understood the risk
her hushand faces daily, Saidatul
Solehah said she could not help but
to worTy about hin.

“Ag somedne from the medical
field, I do lmow that such job comes
with risles; hut as a wife, 'm wor-
ried since he is in direct contact
with those that have Covid-19.

“He told me that sometimes, it
could go up to 40 persons per case,
and it could take between 10 and 12
hours o corplete tests for the
entire group,” she said.

“pfthough they worlk in shifts,
sornetirmas they do not have enough
manpawer, causing them to worlk
overtime,” she said.

Saidatul Solehah advised people
with sympioms to get themselves
checked and to observe the MCO.

“When my husband goes 1o work,

She said Malaysia lost fime dur-
ing the political crisis at the end of

last month and political leaders
were not on the ball in terms of
Covid-19 global developments.

“Medical staff are affected by the
increasing worldoad and siress as
the crisis continues, as evident
through personal postings on social
roedia and other communications,

“The ministry has to look into this
and mobilise expertise and resourc-
es from universities to look after
our frontliners,” shie sald.

For example in the United States,
the Harvard TH Chan Schoal of
Public Health and pariners have
launched an initiative called First
Besponders First' to provide access
to online workshops, viral train-

ing and coaching to support and

sustain frontline care providers,
she said.

Malaysian Pharmaceutical
Society president Amrahi Buang

s

I-ianging on

he is required to wear personal pro-
tective equipment.

“It costs more than RM100 per
person and stock is running low.

fort at home

: Matasha Zainal said her
daughter would cry as she needs to wait for
her father to clean up first. {inset) Saidatul "
worries about the her husband's safety.

said the ministry has done an excel-
lent job from dhe beginning of the
outbrealkin China.

“The second wave from the
tabligh cluster has created havoc
and with the recent number of pos-
itive cases, it will be a herculean
taslk for it to face the widespread.

“Afier a week of the MCO, we are
stll seeing Increasing numbers of
positive cases and 1CU cases. It will
get worse in the coming days.

"The medical staff will be burnt
out soon, and reinforcement is
needed,” he said.

He said Dr Moor Hisham was
experienced with handling medical
disasters such as MERS-CoV and
HiWl infectons as well as the
chemical spillage in Sungei Kim
Kim in Johor and was well-versed
with standard protocols under
Crisis Preparedness and Response

- Cenire.

"Like everyone else, he is near
burn out teo. :

“Hopehe will be able to get rein-
forcement from non-Health Minis-
ry facilities and private sector
healthcare facilities,” he said, add-
ing evaryone must play their par,
especially people by staying horne.

“This is to flatten the curve of
Covid-19 infection in the country,”
he said.

“The frontliners are risking their
lives, so everyone else needs to play
their part and adhere to the the
rules,” she said. -
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Medical staff
during
outbreak
have own set
of problems

' PETALING JAYA: While they are

busy saving lives, madical frontlin-
ers are facing their own set of strug-
gles when it comes to farnily life. -

For consultant cardiologist Datulc
Dr Sanjiv Joshi, him-
seli after contact with a Covid-19
‘patient is sheer tornire.

I not for video conferencing with
his Farnily, he said he would have
gone crazy fram looking at the four
walls of the apartment e had iso-
lated himself in.

Earlier this month, Health direc-
tor-general Datuk Dr Noor Hisham
fhdullah praised Dr Sanjiv for his
quick action in voluntarily distanc-
ing hirngelf from the hospital, clinic
and his farnily for 14 days.

But it also led to discrimination
against his family.

“My face was splashed all over
the news and social media, and my
ldds’ schools found cut. They were
told not to come to school.

“I never went home, but isolated
myself the moment [ discovered my
patient tested positive for Covid-13.

“Despite repeated explanation to
their principals, one of my sons
wasn't allowed to go to school,” said
D Sanjiv, who has two boys aged 14
and 11, and a daughter aged fve,

His sons are in different schools
and the Loy was allowed to
attend as his headmistress was
nore rea R

Dr Sanjiv tested negative, but
chose to finish the tine as
“preventon is better than cure”.

*“Howewver, his (son's) friends
wouldn't let him join their group
and told him to sla{maw? That

said.

‘deeply affected him,”

As for medical officer Dr Samir
Imran Asarudin, this father of two
is concerned for his children too.

One of his tasks is to take nasal
and threat swabs from patients to
test for the virus.

“Tm covered from head Lo tog,
but it doesn’t mean ['m without risk;
it’s hard to tell if I'm fully protected.

“My fear of getting Covid-19 is not
there, but I worry for my children,
especially nay newbom," he said.

“As rauch as I want to hug my
children when get home, I soap up
thoroughly first,

“Then, hiéi-iéi thtgs the ﬁower after
putting my in the washing
raachine,” he said.

“Only after T come out from the
bathroom do I pick up my baly."

The worldoad may be over-
whelming, but Dr Samir doesn't
‘complain as he is now used to it.

“T try not to lose it, although it

- happens sometimes; [ do oy to take

care of myself mentafly and physi-
cally as much as I can,” he said.
For more on the struggles faced
by the frontliners and their fami-
lies, see StarHealth this Sunday.

WHO: Frontline health workers must be sUpported

KUALA LUMPUR: The front
line health workers must be
iven support as they are the
ackbone for response (o
Covid-19 cases, says the World
Health Organisation (WHO).
The world faces an unprece-
dented crisis and is responding
in an unprecedented manner,
There are many examples of
Malaysia's efforts to respond

quiclly and effectively, said its
Western Pacific Region repre-
sentative office for Malaysia,
Brunei and Singapore DI
Jacqueling Lo Ying-Ru (pic).
"This includes contact isala-
tion, testing, treating and (rac-
ing. Countrias rust continue to

‘strengthen these areas while

applying movement restric-
tions and social distancing

measures to slow the virus'
spread and reduce the burden
on the health system,” she said.

Dr Lo acknowledged that
Malaysia’s capacity to manage
communicable diseases and
health emergencies has
advanced considerably follow-
ing its previous eyperience
with HiN1, SARS, Mipah and
ather infectious threats.

Preparedness and responses
to new threats, especlally those
that rise from human-animal
interface, were always evalv-
ing and WHO worled with the
ministry on this, she said.

guidance and gave suggestions
to prepare for wide spread
community transmission, she
added.

“Bfforts are underway to
reinforce existing systems and
mechanisms to be able to cope
with an evolving situation,” she
said.

Dr Lo said that to respond to
any cases quickly, national
health authorities need to
ensure that disease surveil-
lance systems confinue to be
strenpthened.
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‘A tough decision to make’

Health DG: We may have to choose who gets' the ventilator

PETALING JAYA: Health direc-
tor-general Damle Seri Dr Noor
m&g&m has warned about

il of a surge in Covid-18 cases,
saying that it would lead to doctors
having to decide on which patents
to be given the ventlator,

~There are now 64 patients in the
intensive care unit (ICU} with 27 of
them on veniilators.

“The worry is-if there is an expo-
nenfial spike in cases. Our capabili-
tes are limited.

“Then we have to choose which
patient will have the ‘privilege’ of
venlators.

“We hope we do not came fto that
stage where we have (o decide
which patients can have ventilators
and those who can’t” he told a press
conference yesterday. i

The stark reminder from Dr Noor

Tax exec
and family
caring

for kids of
frontliners

PETALING JAYA: A woman has
opened a tem childcare cen-
tre for medical professionals work-
ing ac the Hospital Sultan Ismail
‘(HSD in Johor Baru to help care for
* their children during the movernent
control order (MCO).

Nurul Nabilah Mohd Zchar, 26,
who is a former pre-school employ-
ee, said that her mother gave her
the idea after the Prime Minister's
announcement of the MCO on
March 16,

Nurul Nabilah, who is now & tax
executive, said the idea then became
reality when her office also decided
to stop work during the two-weelk
MCO period.

“My house is only five minutes
away from HSI and it was my moth-
er who came up with the idea for
the temporary childcare centre,

*She said other people had
alveady donated money and food, so

Hisham came after Malaysia record-
ed 106 new cases, hringing the tatal
number to 1,624 across the country.

There are 16 deaths.

Of the 106 new cases, Dr Noor
Hisharn said 43 cases were linked to
the Ft:hllgh cluster in Masjid Jamek,
Sri

He noted that it was important to
identify and isolate those who
attended the ing as 985 parti-
cipants had tested positive.

she asleed if we could provide man-
power.

“So, after | posted an adyertse-
rment on Facehook, 10 doctdrs and
nurses approached vs.

“There was even a police officer
(who approached us) but in the end,
only one family decided to send
{their children) to us,” she told mStar,

The Star’s Malay language online -

portal.

Following her advertisement,
Nurul Nabilah said a nurse sent four:
of her children to her place.

“She sends them around 12.30pm

Gas what? They are
pretty scared too

EOTA KINARALU: Gas irader
Chong Vui Siung would be lying if
he said he was not worried or afraid
time he has to go out and
deliver cooking gas cylinders to cus-
(OIMErs.
“I'm afraid of getting the virus,
afraid of falling sick and even dying.
“But I Imow, if there is & need, [
have to go out and deliver stock to
Hﬁ custorners,” said the 30-year-
3 3

To minimise the risk of bei
infected, he makes sure that he an
- his brother, who is his work part-
ner, as well as warlers, always take
salety precautions such as wearing
masks and gloves.

“We try to observe social distan-
cing when delivering gas cylinders,”
he said.

For now, he lirnits his stock send-
ing to just sundry shops and regular
custormers.

“T have to protect my family as

well, as we try to help keep the stock
running and for peaple out there,
we also try and malze sure we won't
fall iL," he said.

Banker Janice JC, 32, said during
uncertain tmes such as this, she
still has to work amid fears and
concern for her health.

She is afraid of infecting others,
&g eci;}ljr her loved ones, if she gets

Bt

“But what can [ do? We hankers |

are considered essential services
and [ understand where our duty
lies,” she said.

She hopes all those who go
hanks are those who really nead to
do so, and that they make sure they
are clear of Covid-19 hefore going
out anywhere.

“Ba responsible, don't go out and
mingle around without getting
yourself medically examined If you
know you could pose a health risk
to others,” she said.

Daiming aracEANs o e
TEM articipants o 2
gathering, who are responsible for
second and third generation infec-
tions within the community.

On the possibility of an extension
to the movement control order
(WiCO), Dr Noor Hisham sald this
would depend on the evaluation of
the outcome of the MCO.

“What we are doing now will oniy
be seen i about two weeles' time.

T am throwing this back to you.
If you follow the MCO, then you have
an opportunity to break the chain of
infection, 3

*Success and failure depend on
each and everyone of us,” he said.

“Now, we will just monitor and
study the situation, and after 101012
days; we will see if we need to
extend the MCO.

and picks them up at 10pm.

“T was only expecting about two
families because we wanted to avoid
the place from being too crowded as
ilmagbe risky for the children,” she

Muru! Nabilah said that she and
her three siblings, Izzad Nabihah, 28,
Izzati Majthah, 21, and Nadzirah, 18,
have offered to help for free as they
were sympathetic towards medical
professionals who have to handle
Cowid-19 patients,

She also said that her family sin-
cerely wanted (o run the temporary

“We have been using the carrot
approaciy, but perhaps its dme for
ilswuseﬁ?e}esﬁdp'n;.lechoécelsrea}-

y up (o the public,” he sai

g}i the wearing of face masks, he
sald: “Those who are not frontliners
need not wear the mask. Practise
social distancing.”

As for de-it-yourself hand sanitis-
ers sold online, he said people should
buy verified products and “not those
e dustin of ood supnly

Onthe n ood supply at
the blood banly, Dr Moor Hisham
said the ministry would introduce
an innovative way for the public to
donate blood during the MCO.

“Instead of you coming 1o the
blood bank or the h
hilood, it will be possible for it to be
done at home as we can send a team
to doit," he said.

Helping
hand:

- Nurul Mabilah
(centre) happy
to care far
children of
frontliners at
her temporary
childcare
centre in
Jahor Baru,

— mStar

childcare centre as they all had expe-
rience worlking in a pre-school.

“In the past, after I finished school,
I worked in a preschool that was
run by my aunt. The four of us have
experience working there.

*Now, we are taldng care of the
four children, and even our mother
is helping out. The nurse too even
brought food for her lids, but [ told
her that she did not have to as we
would also cook for them.

“Char services are all free. We just
feel a lot of sympathy for those
working at the frontiines,” she said.

Service

| above self:

8 Chong
sending gas
eylinders to
his customers
around the
city in Kota
Kinabalu.

ital (o donate-

+ whio get iv
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Noor Hisham:
Early treatment
helped to

keep number

of deaths low

PETALING JAVA: Another Covid-
15 patient has died 7.40pm yester-
day, bringing the total number of
fatalities to 15.

In a Facehool: post, Health direc-
tor-general Datule Seri Dr Noor
Hisham Abdullah said the 75-year-
old Malaysian has a history of sev-
eral chronic aflments.

The deceased had earlier shown
symptoms for five days before he
was admirted to the Tuanku Mizan
Arrned Forces Hospital on Mar 16,
before he was moved to Hospital
Kuala Lumpur on Mar 18.

The patents condition deterio-
rated, and was admitted to the
intensive care unit for - assisted
breathing, before the pesitive Covid
confirmation came on Mar 21,

At a press conference, Dr Noor
Hisham said despite the rise in new
Covid-19 cases to 1,624, early treat-
roent has helpad to keep the num- -
Der of deaths at about 1%.

He reiterated the importance of
the movement control order (MCO)
in breaking the chain of infecton
including early treatment of posi-
tive cases of those with early stages
of illness.

“If we compare to the global fatal-
ity rate of 4.5% it is expected that
we should have 45 deaths at the
moment. :

“It is important for those who
have hreathing difficulties to imme-
diately eome in to the hospital.

Do not wait until it reaches the
third to fifth stage,” he said told a

conference at the ministry's
gadqumers yesterday. .

Patients who are (esied positive
but without symptoms are categoe-
rised under stage 1 of infection
while those under stage 2 showed
only mild symptoms.

Those under stage 3 will have
some form of pneumonia while
those under stage 4 and 5 will
require oxygen therapy and be put
on ventlators

Dr Noor Hisham said so far 80%
of the patients are those under stage
landZ :

He announced that of the new
106 cases, 43 were linked to the

cluster.

He added iflat 54 patients were

. admitted 1o the Intensive Care Unit

(ICU), and 24 others were on venti-
lators. s
‘He a]s;;;ﬁog&d ﬂt}le pubr]ic
against st 8 oseé who
attended last month's mass tabligh
gathering in Kuala Lumpur.

He said the aitendees should not
be blamed for the uptick of Covid-
19 cases, afler nine deaths were
linked to the event's cluster.

“Let us not discriminate against
the tahligh followers,” said Dr Noor
Hisham.

Dr Noor Hisham added that tests,
conducted at government lab facili-
ties to detect Covid-19, uses the riT-
PCR.

“The result of the rRT-PCR tech-
nigue is important in determining
an effective weatment for Covid-19
patients.

*“The tests using rapid test ldits in
the market only detects the amount
of antibo ?}r produced by patients

acted by Covid-19.

“The antibody will produce with-
in five to eight days after infection.
The rapid test kits that detects anti-
body does not detect the virus and
conirm the infection. So, the rapid
test lits to detect antibody is not
recommended o diagnose Covid-
192



